. ;Lar  "to  over 
yj?  the  rarrax  i 


sc  vi  sysu 


or  attended 


Pr,p  ..  , 0 hoar  thQ  ruoord  of  the  Donorr  to  th<  'Sharon 

on,!  to  ohocso  Tr  ctees  of  the  Bohool 

When  Dorjheeter  woe  founded  In  1686,  its  far-seeing  Proprietors  sot 

“Sld°  osrtela  lB:ids>  «»  incase  from  which.  nt « to  be  used  for  school  and 
religious  pur  pos  - . Among  those  were  White's  Farm,  located  in  who;  is  now 
Dedham,  and  the  Hawes  Fam  on  the  edge  of  Ifrwnthem.  These  lands  are  said 
to  hove  amounted  to  about  one  thousand  aores  When  Stoughtc  aham,  formerly 
called  Pole  PI  arlsh  of  Stought-  I on  July  8,  1766  th.  ,ol 

bo  kept  in  four  parts  of  the  district,  local  education  began  in  the  present 
teflon  of  Sharon o 

Iho  firs  vote  of  a definite  appropriation  was  made  in  September, 
r/67  when  UO  wa  . voted  for  the  support  of  t,e,e  schools,  at  a meeting  held 
so  Stoughton,  ; i.u  following  year  Slat  it  wus  voted  that  "School 

bo  kept  in  five  parts  of  the  district",  establishing  the  precedent  maintained 
with  few  onoepti  for  nearly  one  hundred  an;  fifty  years. 

The  last  division  of  the  Dorohester  School  Funds  was  made  in  1776 
when  Stoughton  r,  solved  MTO.Ws.iOd  and  Sto;  g! rtonham  M48.2s.6d.  Stoughton 
was  discharged  from  all  claims  of  money  nri.-.'.ng  from  the  sale  of  the  school 
rot  near  Braintree  and  the  Eewes  Farm.  The  «hite  Farm  in  Dedham  was  sold  by 
* ooramitteo  ohai*  -a  for  that  purpose  in  X790  or  MO, 

oKaron  oooivea  the  annual  ino one  from  Ae  Dorohester  & Surplu# 

He  venue  Fund,  stabilised  in  1920  at  83.130.  .efore  that  date,  trustees  were 
elected  st  each  annual  Town  Hooting,  who  sor  ously  weighed  the  pro's  and 
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oon’s  of  varied  i re  ao r.,a,  parsing  tb  vgi.  come  \ >rried  years  li  t.\B 
1880  * 3 when  the  dividends  on  certain  stoc:-:;*  re  passed*  Now  the  fund  a are 
kept  in  various  banks  and  the  annua!  inoorno  passes  directly  into  tho  ltccesn 
and  Deficiency  Fund  of  the  tovrn,  our  familiar  E & Do  Similar  disposition 
is  made  of  the  in  boro,  t on  the  Sharon  Frian:  s School  Fund  and  tho  -J.  Eveleth 
Griffith  Fund  of  $200,  established  in  192^  icr  the  purpose  of  encouraging 
public  speukin  in  tho  aohocls. 

Perhap a because  of  its  rovenuo  from  the  school  lands,  the  town  was 
not  always  oonc latently  generous  in  its  app:  priationa  for  education,  the 
sum  dipping  on  ccoasion  as  lew  as  »20  par  an  ..urn*  However,  the  tread 
finally  became  r a dually  upward  with  an  eventual  grant  in  1797  of  &90«  Tho 
grant  for  the  following  year  for  tho  first  time  was  made  in  dollars,  260  of 
thorn,  an  interesting  proof  of  how  long  British  influence  persisted  after 
independence.  The  formation  of  the  Sharon  F .lends  School  Fund  in  1826 
reflected  the  fc  ling  of  many  residents  that  the  school  appropriations  for 
the  districts  were  not  sufficient  for  their  ©ods . 

Benjamin  Reynolds  was  very  active  in  obtaining  subscriptions, 
chiefly  among  a group  of  Boston  men,  on  there  conditions : 

1,  Only  the  interest  was  to  be  used;  the  money  to  be  distributed 
equeliy  each  year  among  ell  districts. 

2.  The  town  was  not  to  decrease  the  rate  or  source  of  income 
for  school  purposes. 

3.  The  trustees  were  to  bo  oho sen  by  ballot  at  the  annual  town 
meeting, 

4,  A report  was  to  bo  kept  by  the  trustees* 

Tho  trustees  wore  instructed  to  obtain  additional  funds,  as  opportu- 
nity offered , from  the  townspeople.  The  lie  ;>  of  donors,  read  at  eaoh  town 
meeting,  is  ac  follow; a: 
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Otic  f - ..  ~att 

Be a ton 

$1000 

Andrew  r r kv 

n 

100 

Oliver  Fiahor 

ii 

n 

Moses  iharett 

« 

n 

.Karon  ’ va  \jf  ■ 

it 

n 

Lao©  Ti  .Jp.l-'> 

n 

50 

Xhoma s Curtl « 

H 

it 

Daniel  Jot  union 

It 

ti 

Horatio  Q.  Ware 

If 

25 

Simon  Heroine 

II 

n 

uhiti  i<  I lev-vine 

II 

ii 

Warren  Fish 

n 

it 

Jamoe  Kendley 

it 

n 

Lewie  Mors© 

Roxbury 

it 

Sara  Horae 

;i 

n 

Luther  Morse 

IT 

it 

Edward  Richards 

Cambridge 

it 

Jabe?a  Fisher 

it 

n 

John  Curtis 

Boston 

10 

Oliver  Everett 

Sharon 

A total  of 

60 

$1860 

The  a van  was  later  increased  by  gift;  and  legacies  with  the  largest 
bequest,  amounting  to  #7161  #78,  made  by  George  Washington  Gey  in  1906*.  The 


-amount  of  the  Fuad  is  now  $12,210, 


SCHOOL  BUILDING:  ■ 


The  original  school  house  in  Sharon  is  said  to  have  been  on  North 
Main  Street  on  a spot  between  tire  house  new  earned  by  Hr*  Adamic  end  the 
Littlefield  houae.  In  it,  on  dime  17,  1776.,  :aany  of  the  women  and  the 
children  of  the  village  are  reported  to  havo  gathered  and  watched  -the  smoko 
rising  from  Bunker  Hill,  sesao  remaining  all  night* 

The  "Old  School  House”,  however,  wa  situated  on  the  northwest 
corner  of  the  Congregational  Church  lot*  I ; has  been  daaoribed  as  na  low, 
primitive  building”  in  the  traditional  rod.  In  May,  1778  it  was  voted  that 
"money  may  be  spent  in  keeping  a writing  cohool  it?  the  center  of  the  Town 
and  the  other  half  of  said  money  be  spent  in  ye  school  divisions  as  used  to 
be,"  Mr,  Joseph  Hewins,  Esq*,  Mr,  Job  Swift  and  Capt,  Nathaniel  Morse  were 
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appointed  a ocr  \itteo  nto  pitot  on  a Spot  oi  Ground  in  y©  oenter  of  ye  barm 
to  eroot  & Schc  >1  Hov-oo  on.  and  report  to  tt  . ! Thlr.  building  cost  m.500. 
After  the  now  school  t the  corner  of  Schoo3  Street  nad  North  Main  vac  built 
about  I860,  the  old  school  ms  removed  to  Quincy  Street  whero  tradition  says 
it  forms  the  nooond  story  of  the  Carter  hous  It  wuo  formerly  poaeiblo  to 
sao  the  large  / .at  rook  near  the  westerly  € ■ ■ of  the  horse-sheds  i lich  formed 
tho  base  of  the  chimr&y*  Possibly  it  is  nc~  covered  by  the  Parish  House* 

The  five  school  districts  establish^  i in  1766  wore  allowed  their 
char©  of  tho  school  money  in  proportion  to  t tax  paid  by  the  residents  to 
the  province*  It  was  voted  in  1770  that  rtth->  easterly  side  of  the  part  of 
the  district  near  Taunton  Road  (new  Bay  Road)  be  a particular  branch  as  to 
Schooling  and  to  enjoy  their  part  of  the  School  money ”,  the  first  but  by  no 
moans  the  lest  reference  to  an  East  Sharon  eshooli 

The  first  East  School  stood  on  Sect  Street,  some  distance  beyond 
the  property  owned  by  the  Fish  and  Game  Club,  This  building  was  destroyed 
by  fire  that  perhaps  was  caused  by  a defective  chimney,  on  Parch  3,  1677* 

Wo  shall  discuss  later  the  construction  of  the  existing  building  which  was 
erected  upon  tho  same  site*  Tho  West  School  became  tho  ho»3  of  Mrs*  Laud® 
Bolden  on  Moose  Till  Street*  Only  a cellar  hole  remains  to  mark  the  sits 
of  the  North  School,  at  the  corner  of  Viaduct  Street,  near  the  home  of  Hr* 
Edmund  Brown.  The  South  School  was  built  at  the  corner  of  Masaapcag  Avenue 
and  Mansfield  Street,  where  another  cellar  hole  remains* 

In  March,  3-772,  tho  town  had  voted  that  a part  of  the  "school  mossy 
be  disposed  of  by  sotting  up  Women’s  Schools  next  summer  in  ye  district*” 

Th®  reference  is  to  th©  fact  that  a Master  conducted  ‘'ah©  School  during  the 
winter  when  attendance  was  large  and  'the  amber  of  scholars  more  or  less 
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constant,  while  tho  poor  female  teachers  struggled  with  the  problems  of 
good  weather  sessions.  Tharo  wore  two  ter  \e  or?  throe  or  fcur  months;,  vflth 
the  teacher  ©looted  for  one  term  at  a time  cinoe  i;  was  frankly  admitted 
that  e.  teacher  who  proved  most  auooossful  during  the  summer  term  might  fail 
miserably  during  tho  winter  term. 

In  1781  it  was  voted  that  ocoh  original  di strict  should  furnish  its 
o5Qi  schoolhouso  and  firewood,  the  praotioc  followed  for  many  years  there- 
after. 

Frequently,  the  master  of  the  Centre  School  was  the  preacher.  The 
town  meeting  in  1799  did  not  he  citato  to  express  its  dissatisfaction  with 
tho  Rov.  Jonathan  Whitaker  of  Harvard  who  too  frequently  sent  his  pupils 
chasing  the  Merino  sheep  which  he  was  raising! 


TES  SCHOOL  COaJIK'FB 


The  first  School  Committee  was  elected  by  the  town  in  182?  but  each 
district  continued  to  have  ita  own  prudential  committee  charged  with  the 
responsibilities  of  maintaining  tho  school,  hiring  tho  teacher,  etc0  It 
was  tho  essential  function  of  the  School  Committee  to  allocate  the  funds 
among  the  districts  and  the  expenditures  for  1830  are  interesting* 


Centre  School 

% 147. 27 

South  School 

109.8  5 

West  School 

104:  c 40 

North  School 

103.08 

East  School 

100.00 

School  Ocrmittoe 

16.42 

By  1838  however,  the  total  appropriated  had  risen  to  $700  and  there 
wore  gradual  but  steady  increases  thereafter  * 

The  earliest  extant  report  of  the  School  Committee  was  submitted 
’’agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  13th  of  April,  1838 *”  The 
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Committee  wan  "happy  to  say  that  v/e  have  met  y 1th  die  hearty  cooper  ! tion  cf 
the  committees  of  the  respective  districts,  'rv  havo  found  ^our  fur.da  ade- 
quate to  the  existing  wanes  cf  the  schools,  md  not  a few  of*  the  oitisens 
interested  in  the  cause  of  education."  "Amo the  branohee  successfully 
taught  and  studied  in  our  schools  — — maj  be  mentioned  Orthography, 
Reading,  Writing,  Arithmetic,  Geography,  Grammar,  latural  and  Intellectual 
Philosophy,  the  book  of  Nature  Watt a (sio)  on  bhe  mind.  Algebra,  Chemistry, 
Astronomy,  Bookkeeping,  Rhetoric  and  Composition,  together  with  the  Latin 
language. " 

Probably  the  staggered  townapocple  needed  to  be  remanded  that  not 
all  these  we re  studied  by  every  scholar! 

Xhsre  appeared  "among  tho  children  and  wards  a desire  to  climb  the 
hill  of  science,  though  mount  on  mount  doth  higher  rise,  sc  great  the  eager- 
ness to  grasp  one  scionoe  after  another  that  it  has  been  with  difficulty 
scholars  have  been  detained  to  perfect  themselves  in  the  more  simple  and 
easy,  before  attending,  to  the  nor©  difficult."  Bh.it  a Utopian  situation! 

It  was  in  that  year  that  teachers  were  furnished  by  tho  State  with 
"bionic  forms  of  a register”,  to  aid  the  commit  tee  ’and  others  in  town  in 
knowing  the  correct  state  of  the  school,  the  punctuality  of  attendance,  the 
daily  exorcises  of  the  school,  the  correctness  and  incorrectness  of  the 
recitations",  the  beginning  of  all  too  familiar  "paper  work*" 

In  the  employment  of  teaohers,  all  remarks  and  questions  wore 
avoided  tliat  savored  of  sectarianism,  certificates  of  moral  character  only 
being  roquirod.  Unfortunately,  seme  of  the  candidates  for  teaching  posi- 
tions  had  to  b©  rejected  because  they  ware  net  fully  acqiminted  with 
elementary  s tidies,  but  the  Committee  expressed  itself  satisfied  with  its 
final  selection.  We  wonder  how  satisfied  the  teachers  themselves  were* 
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Mi as  Chickering  received  wages  of  $8  a moat. 1 toad  (5  for  board  but.  Ur.  Ellis* 
suooesding  her  ’or  tie  winter  term  in  the  e o school,  received  v .gee  of 

$23  a month  with  $8  for  board. 

From  the  earliest  days  we  find  attendance  of  scholars  tho  greatest 
problem  of  the  schools.  Staggering  figures  /cere  compiled  in  this  first 
printed  report.  The  total  days  of  absenco  in  the  five  schools  amounted  to 
2752  days,  or  divided  by  tlo  287  school  day  in  a year,  mors  than  nine  and  s. 
half  year  of  absence  Furthermore,  there  wore  23 SO  tardinesses* 

Sharon  at  that  tine  appropriated  0324  for  er.oh  child  between  4 and 
16  yoare  of  age  and  was  justly  proud  of  ate  ding  50  ;h  among  the  309  towns 
of  tho  state  in  liberality  in  granting  money  for  the  support  of  schools* 

In  184S  the  Committee  was  justly  s>rcised  by  the  state  of  the 
school  houses.  They  agreed  that  a schoo?.  house  should  "be  apaoious,  well 
lighted,  well  warned,  well  ventilated,  supplied  with  a recitation  room,  and 
also  with  such  out-buildings  as  necessity  t.r.d  deoenoy  require."  Yet  two 
buildings  completely  lacked  the  latter  pro  is ion,  while  at  the  South  School 
tho  underpinning  had  been  nearly  all  reraov  d.  The  feats  for  ihe  largest 
pupils  were  "but  ten  inches  wide,  almost  perfectly  horizontal,  and  the 
baoke  about  sixteen  inch os  high,  nearly  perpendicular;  we  wonder  that  more 
of  those  who  have  boon  obliged  to  ait  upon  such  feats  have  not  become 
deformed . " 

Accused  by  the  Town  meeting  of  1359  of  being  "if  not  arbitrary,  at 
least  injudicious,"  the  Committee  resigned  en  ma>  se  but  not  without  present- 
ing a spirited  defense  of  its  actions,  attacking  the  irresponsibility  of  the 
Prudential  Committees,  Their  unhappy  expe  hence  undoubtedly  prompted  the 
succeeding  Committee  to  publish  the  shortest  annual  report  of  tho  century, 
omitting  tho  usual  outspoken  cozrr.ients  upon  the  failure  or  success  of  each 


teacher, 
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To  a teacher,  these  frank  analyses  ox*  the  Accomplishment  of  eaoh 
aohool  during  each  tern  are  fascinating.  Imagi ne  -the  plight  of  poor  Mias 
Brown  who  was  warned  -After  two  weeks  of  ser  -ca  thit  unless  improvements 
wore  obvious  in  a week,  she  would  lose  her  jositloa*  Mias  Brown  roaigned 
at  the  end  of  two  day s.  Perhaps  she  found  slight  oo.asole.tion  in  the  fact 
that  her  successor  lasted  for  two  and  a hall  days*  Of  course,  many  of  the 
reports  are  gratifying: 

"Mr.  Kimball  is  a gentleman  of  rare  ^calenta,  and  ie  a man  disciplined 
to  the  closest  investigation,  and  no  aubjeou  with  ,vhioh  he  deals  is  allowed 
to  pass  without  a thorough  analysis  anc  understanding*" 

Miss  King’s  "discipline  was  mild  yet  efficient)  obedience  seeming  to 

be  secured  more  by  love  than  fear The  order  and  Deportment  of  the  School 

were  excellent.,  and. -..the  closing  examination  before  a large  and  highly 
gratified  audience  showed  that.  „ . etJood  progress  had  been.  • . .well  made  in  all 
the  branches  taught." 

"The  teacher  not  only  taught  well8  but  exerted  a marked,  salutary, 
morul  influenoo  upon  the  minds  and  hearts  of  her  pupils,  and  proved  herself 
well-qualified  in  all  respects  to  fill  the  station  of  a teacher*” 

Or  did  the  townspeople  read  and  remember  comments  like  these? 

"Had  the  teacher  been  as  aocurate  in  her  scholarship  as  she  was 
energetic  and  zealous  in  her  management,  she  would  have  mads  a very  desirable 
and  successful  instructor." 

"At  the  close  of  school,  great  disorder  and  insubordination  prevailed. 

"We  regret  tc  say  that  the  progress  was  indifferent." 

'’The  groat  defect  seemed  to  be  a lack  of  professional  enthusiasm." 

"We  nave  no  doubt  that  under  bettor  auspices  Llisa  Jones  would 
suooeed  well*" 
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Repeatedly  wo  find  the  highest  praitc  bestowed  upon  & teacher,  only 
to  be  followed  by  the  «ad  oomment  that  the  parents  kept  their  children  at 
home  during  tho  lattor  part  of  the  term  and  praotioally  undid  all  he  good 
work  accomplished  earlier,  Happily,  however,  the  following  is  the  most 
common  "type  of  reports  "The  order  was  good,  and  the  o las  sea  made  exoellent 
proficiency  in  all  the  studies  to  which  thej  attended.  '»Ve  think  the  district 
were  well  satisfied j the  committee  certainly  were,  ' 

By  1355,  the  annual  appropriation  had  risei  to  $1000  and  the 
Committee  proudly  vfrote:  "The  Common  Schools  are  tho  pride  of  New  England 
because  they  afford  to  every  child,  whether  *ich  or  poor,  th9  opportunity 
of  acquiring  a common  english  education*” 

Mrs,  Elisabeth  U.  Billings,  in  19C4,  wrote  hor  recollections  of  her 
schooling  in  the  *40 f 3* 

A SOUTH  SHARON  SCHOOL  REMINISCENCE 


Sorapbook  I 

"Among  my  earliest  recollection;?  Is  the  old  school  house  at  South 
Sharon  which  stood  on  the  came  site  as  the  present  structure  (no  longer 

otanding) 0 

"it  was  s.  rough  looking  building  devoid  of  paint  both  inside  and  out. 
There  v/aa  a long  seat  running  around  tho  sides  of  the  building  and  the  boys 
used  to  bring  big  logs  of  wood  from,  the  woodpile  for  footstools  for  them- 
selves and  the  girls.  Into  theae  small  quarters  were  crowded  sixty  pupils, 
for  the  families  were  large  in  those  days,  There  was  the  Tisdale  family  of 
eleven  ohildren,  tho  Howards,  the  Dunbars,  the  Horses,  the  Drakes  ~ two 
brothers  with  ten  children  each,  and  tho  To f man  family  of  nineteen  ohildren. 
Those  fathers  showed  their  appreciation  of  the  value  of  an  education  in  the 
efforts  they  made  to  send  their  ohildren  to  .school*  Vtfhen  the  snowdrifts 
were  so  high  as  to  render  the  rouds  almost  impassible,  they  would  yoke  their 
oxen  to  a sled  end  take  their  own  and  perhaps  their  neighbors*  ohildren  to 
sohoolc 


"The  school  master,  as  he  was  termed  in  those  days,  used  to  send  one 
of  the  boys  out  to  tho  woods  nearby  to  out  a caplSng  to  be  used  on  himself 
for  some  misdemeanor  or  on  one  of  his  companions.  Sometimes  it  was  the 
ferule  instead  of  the  atook  and  it  would  strike  terror  to  cur  hearts  when 
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tha  tea  char  and  tho  Mg  boy  were  deciding  which  would  be  man  ter*  his 
ferule  would  sometimes  ooiae  down  with  wonder jV.l  force  upon  the  dot' z,  and  all 
might  well  bo  glad  that  it  was  the  desk  that  received  the  blow  and  not  tholr 

hand* 


"William  Harrison  A Iden,  Dr*  Aider,  later,  pastor  of  the  Da  itist 
Church  in  Sharon,  who  taught  the  school  in  or.c  of  idle  forties,  then  a youth 
of  nineteen,  was  one  who  ruled  by  love  and  not  by  the  rod*  I remember  how 
interminably  Long  tho  days  aoeiaed  as  the  little  ohildren  were  keps  the 
whole  six  hours  and  the  parsing  class,  composed  of  men  and  women  a ; it  then 
acomed  to  ue,  war  looked  forward  to  each  day  because  it  wa&  almost  the  la«t 
recitation  before  the  school  would  be  dismissed.  ?he  ochoo)  oommi  tbee  would 
often  drop  in,  scmetimoE  by  twos,  sometimes  by  threes,  and  one  would  come  in 
lightly  on  tiptoe,  apparently  to  surprise  ue.  The/  were  all  expeotad  to 
make  remarks  at  the  cioseof  the  session.  The  oleryven  often  served  in  this 
capacity. 


"W©  recall  the  woods  near  by  where  we  made  play  houses  with  stones, 
with  the  loaves  of  tho  oc.k  tree  for  carpets  r nh©  spring  a short  distance 
away  which  supplied  the  school  with  watsr,  with  the  tall  tree  on  the  hill 
above  it  whore  wo  often  ate  our  dinners?  the  greet  rook  in  the  pat ture 
olirabsd  by  so  many  feet  **>  all  thee©  and  many  other  pictures  crowd  cur  memory. 

Elizabeth  Li.  Billings 
March  51,  1304 


SHARIS  UNDER  A SUPERINTENDENT 

The  first  Superintendent  of  Schools  was  employed  in  I860*  That 
same  year  another  attempt  was  made  to  eliminate  tho  district  schools®  Per- 
haps it  was  under  hi a guidance  that  the  School  Committee  was  organized  with 
a Chairman  and  s.  Secretary.  They  needed  organization  to  cop®  with  the  oase 
of  Benjamin  Reynolds. 

Although  the  teacher  during  tho  summer  term  at  the  Centre  had  been 
"very  ladylike  and  mi Id , yet  firm  and  determined,”  her  male  successor  during 
tho  winter  term  found  his  position  "one  of  extreme  toil,  trial,  and  perplex- 
ity." Benjamin,  the  oldest  boy  und  "the  one  who  stood  most  in  the  way  of 
the  (school's)  prosperity”  was  dismissed,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Superintend- 
ent. The  parents  raised  no  apparent  objection  but  sent  Benjamin  to  the  East 
School  in  defiance  of  tho  regulation  that  a child  must  attend  school  in  his 


c< 
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<wra  diotriot.  The  Committee  then  dismissed  enjarn  n from  t/?  Eaat  School 
but  since  he  refused  to  leave  and  the  reside  te  of  the  dlatriot  supported 
him  in  his  refusal,  the  outcome  vras  that  the  Centre  toaaher  left,  feeling 
justly  that  the  fallu  e of  parents  to  suppoi  either  Committee  or  Superintend- 
ent made  it  impossible  f him  to  maintain  author i iy, 

The  Committee  in  1862  called  to  the  ttentlor  of  parents  once  again, 
the  attendance  situation.  In  two  of  the  schools,  ?o  many  children  were 
being  dismissed,  ©specially  from  the  aftorncon  see ns,  thut  out  of  40  and 
26  scholars  respectively,  often  there  remained  onl / -1 5 and  6,  It  r&s  found 
frequently  that  a forged  request  for  di  : det  1 was  presented  and  j rents 
were  reminded  that  "such  forgery  is  an  advanced  Gti»p  towards  a dir  honest 
character  and  a dishonorable  lifesf‘ 

In  1864  the  Superintendent  ruefully  report  ?d  his  difficulty  in 
securing  able  teachers.  He  found  their  "qualifications  withered  away  when 
brought  into  the  \ii  of  Sharon  school  rooms,''  but  admitted  -that  "school 
(is)  no  bed  of  roses". 

That  same  year  an  innovation  was  introduced  which  brought  immediate 
and  successful  results  - the  words  were  pronounced  before  and  after  spellings 

In  1861  Hr0  Sanford  waters  Billings  bad  founded  a private  school 
known  as  the  Stoughtesham  Institute,  located  in  tho  house  on  Billings  Street, 
owned  by  Miss  Ethel  Seaver.  When  the  annual  report  was  printed  in  1866,  the 
School  Committee  commented  with  pleasure  upon  the  prestige  gained  for  puolic 
education.  More  efficient  teachers  applied  for  positions  and  the  scholars 
felt  an  inoentiva  to  aspire  to  higher  learning.  The  follow!  ng  year, 

Billings,  already  a member  of  the  Committee,  was  elected  Secretary  and  it 
is  interesting  to  compare  the  style  of  hie  reports  w;,th  that  of  his  prede- 
cessors. 
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At  the  Ratine  .ay  exeroisos  in  lebruery,  1871,  the  scholars  at.  the 
Institute  oonposed  c hte  n etanaua  about  oheir  o la  senate  3 from  which  a few 

lines  are  quoted: 

53  it  is  sui  is  our  number  all  to'Lc  - 

All  siaea  ai  com  ilexiono,  some  young  and  some  old. 

Some  look  p2  aan.;  and  pretty,  some  ober  and  >7106 

But  all,  wo  oul.i  Judge,  look  straight  out  of  their  eyea. 


Just  in  fror  of  ;hese  two,  if  their  seats  are  not  changed, 
llies  Adams  i i Johnson  are  quietly  e, Tanged. 

But  hold  on,  top  a moment,  is  it  quiet  I tay? 

I’ve  their  g doi?  to  ask,  for  they  are  always  at  play. 

Lisa  walker,  lay  •>.,  la  u gem  in  cu.  band  - 

In  Fronoh  el  i a splendid,  in  rhetor io  grand  - 

And  we’d  no  >e  s ororioed  if  ah©  mac  e something  great. 

For  she  came  .‘ran;  good  stock  in  the  old  Mutmeg  State, 


But  our  time  being  abort,  w©  must  hs  oten  our  song. 

Not  forgott:  ■;  tc  mention  Mr.  Fredozic  Long. 

Now  we’ve  me  cioned  them  all  from  beginning  to  end. 

On  us  all  m tiro  richest  of  blessings  descends 

We’ve  the  k:  dost  of  teachers,  both  noble  and  urue. 

Happy  Schoc’  happy  Teacher,  we  bid  you  adieu. 

In  1904  lira  .mar da  II.  Eddy  wrote  i 

"It  is  with  .e$eore  that  I recall  ry  early  school  days  at  North 
Sharon.  The  ple&aa:  walks  through  woods  at  1.  fields  in  going  and  the 
happy  moments  spent  lere  , 

"How  v;oll  I saemoer  the  faces  of  ti  e school  committee-**---- and 
such  teachers  a£  F:o>  vy  Capon  who  need  no  praise  of  mine. 

nI  shall  ns^  • forget  our  last  spelling  school.  Vie  were  to  spell 
against  the  Brick  S<  sol  which  (sic)  was  th*  i in  South  Dedham  then  called 
Norwood.  Our  teaoh<  mat  then  Rodney  Capen  The  north  school  stood  the 
longest.  Finally  Et  ton  Hawes  one  of  the  scholars  of  the  Brick  School 
proposed  that  the  t jhoi  s spell.  Rodney  Ct  pen  spelt  the  other  toacher 
down,  and  after  it t a o\  er  the  Brick  School  teacher  asked  Mr,  Capen  where 
he  went  to  school  ai  he  said,  'To  the  Stou;  htonham  Institute, ' then  hi# 
antagonist  said,  *1;  [ he  i known  that  I shouldn’t  have  tried  to  spell  with 

youj;  which  was  very  Leo. cleg  tc  ue  all." 


' 
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Beginning  in  367, Ur.  Eillings  fur.ofc:'  >ned  in  a dual  cap&oity  ns 
Secretary  and  as  supe  intendent  of  the  school 3,  a position  whioh  he  hold 
until  April  3,  18713  v.'  m the  ouperviaion  wa3  ormally  intrusted  to  an 
appointed  Superintend  >t« 

It  was  reoomrr  ided  shortly  after  188?  that  the  districts  bs  given 
up  sinoe  their  rotent  n would  mean  a loss  of  large  sum  of  money  from 


the  state”  - 075,  Ac 

result,  the  town  vote  . to  abolish  the  district 

system  with  th©  Prude 

ial  Committee  and  all  chools  were  placed  completely 

under  the  control  of 

0 School  Committee*  T^e  Committee  went  on  record  as 

opposing  corporal  pun 

hmont  except  ao  a last  resort.  The  schools  adopted 

the  use  of  lead  pencil  for  beginners  rather  -man  pen  and  ink*  The  old 
West  School  was  torn  ci  vn  and  a house  oons true  nod  upon  its  site  and  a nevr 


building  was  erected-. 

Poor  Miss  Holdon  found  that  nfch®  driving  of  teams  and 

th©  noiso  incident  to 

. itch  labor  distracted  the  attention  of  the  pupils  and 

sadly  interfered  with 

ho  school," 

iiarly  in  1869  © property  of  the  vari  as  dietriote  was  appraised 


as  follows t 

Centro 

Ilorth 

South 

JSaet 

Y/ost 

!‘4S33«44 

881,42 

859  <»60 

1328,36 

2059 • 00  Total  $9811 *81 

Th©  pay  range  t.'  the  time  was  from  $28  ;o  C-60  a month*  the  teaonera 
still  being  employed  f c : a term  of  eleven  or  tv  alve  w&eke. 

Unfortunately  i are  were  in  Sharon  "Some. » . who  hesitate  not  to  mark, 
cuta  and  deface,.”  Thor  delinquents  were  not  looking  to  their  teachers  to 
be  examples  of  "piety,  ; istice®  humanity,  benevolence*  chastity,  moderation* 


sobriety,  industry,  fru  •lity,”  but  several  pupils  had  joined  the  temperance 


Booietios  formed  in  ih  school,  "The  plodg-  circulated  required  abstinence 
from  the  use  of  tob&<  3 as  well  us  intoxioat:  ug  liquors,  and  we  wich  ;hat 
ovary  member  of  ever_  ached  during  the  year  oould  have  been  a faithful 
keeper  of  such  a pie  3 entire,  especially  tJ  a olauoe  pertaining  to 
tobacco*'1  I7e  still  t sh  so. 

1073  marks  a.  important  milestone  in  the  history  of  the  Sharon 
ochools.  Sanford  Wa  re  Billings,  finding  t ae  among  all  hia  other  respons- 
ibilities to  serve  a a member  of  the  Great  xd  General  Court,  was  largely 
instrumental  in  havi  the  state  legislation  parsed  which  authorized  local 
school  committees  to  ay  books  "to  be  the  j.r  party  3f  the  town  and  tc  be 
loaned  to  the  childr  , “ Sharon  has  the  di  bine ti on  of  being  not  only  the 
first  town  in  Massac  .setts  to  take  advantc  g of  the  enabling  not  but  the 
only  town  in  the  sta  to  taka  action  that  y.ar.  And  the  Committee  could 
proudly  report  to  th  town  at  the  next  tern  sebing  that  scarcely  one  book 
was  defaced  with  per  1 marks. 

Tho  Committe  was  deeply  concerned  b tie  fact  that  only  SC f/o  of  the 
children  wero  attend  g school  for  an  ave/v.g  of  seven  months,  although  in 
general,  nine  months  f schooling  was  prcv'.d  d.  But  when  the  number  in- 
creased to  ?/sths  th  e was  such  a shortage  if  space  that  it  was  fourd  neces- 
sary to  move  the  upp  - classes  to  Mr.  Billir  b'  Stoughtonham  Institute. 

By  1576,  whe  there  were  70  grammar  cholera  with  an  average  attend- 
ance of  9 Qho  and  53  i the  primary  school  in  he  centre  with  the  unusually 
high  attendance  ©;C  9 the  Committee  aeriot  ly  suggested  that  some  of  the 
pupils  be  "ordered  t descend  to  tho  Priiaarj  School*"  Sharon  was  tho  only 
teem  in  the  vicinity  without  a high  school  - something  must  be  done  about 


this  definite  need 
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Meanv/hilo,  a ew  1 wr-3  dug  anc  .«t  cad  al  t>  a East  School  et  a 
cost  of  $105.  A nov;  -oc£g  -phy  hook,  Swintor  s Complete  Course,  was  purchased 
and  Monroe's  Sixth  B dor  and  Willson's  Spol  ar  wei  e adopted  in  the  schools. 


Free  textbooks  oont: 

ed  to  be  very  satisfuc  cry  bi  t it  was  hoped  the  t "the 

publishing  houses  wc 

d adopt  a plan  of  dural  le  biiding."  The  frienc  o of 

the?  schools  wore  roc 

jstec  not  to  have  a \ lt-f  ii  ding,  oarping,  creaking 

spirits . .not  th 

spirit  that  would  toe oh  rebellion  to  others  oa  d 

countenance  opposite 

to  the  just  requirerie  ts  of  a teacher." 

Three  terms 

re  till  being  u«ec  - he  fal  1 term  beginning  <n  the 

Monday  af  ter  Sep  Irani 

1,  the  winter  torr  or.  tho  Monday  after  Thanksgiving, 

and  the  spring  term 

out  \pril  1,  but  tl  3 ' acher  were  now  hired  for  the 

year*  Tho  only  hcli 

,ys  observed  were  the  3 at  da;  of  the  County  Fair, 

Christmas  Day,  Washi 

'tens  Birthday,  Memo  mi:  1 Day  and  June  17. 

THE  HIGH  SCHOOb 

18 77  was  a 1 

ay  yj-ar.  First  of  11,  the  s oo.id  East  School  \/&s 

built  at  a complete 

3et  (f  $1,654.20,  3 . civ  ing  tl.e  desks,  seats,  smove. 

step-3,  grading,  feac 

posts,  and  hitching  re.  1.  A so  undoubtedly  o titer 

appurtenances • Com;  re  i:  ?r  with  the  nev  ik  t Elementary  School  appropriation! 

In  ilaroh  $6l  had  been  appropriated  or  th  j expenses  of  a conmitteee 
of  five  to  investigj  ■$  the  need  of  a high  s<  .ool  a:.d  to  report  at  th  > next 
year’s  town  meeting  But  the  situation  was  critic  1 and  the  Ccmmitt'je 
reported  at  a sped  meeting  in  liovwnbei by  vot  c of  tho  town  on  November  6 

a High  School  was  er  =.bli  l ad  and  on  Thursdt  9 Dec  mbsr  13  an  examination 


of  candidates  for  at 

Losi-  n was  held.  31  or  4b  applicants  were  admitted. 

with  5 added  later  / 

the  result  of  a sc  oar  ejiani  ration.  The  papers  per- 

taining to  United  S' 

is, 3 history  were  coi  pl<  :;ely  o .it  ted  in  dote  min  tag  the 

< 
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standards  for  adr.iins  r.  - ono  vendors  wh  «,  .'he  parsing  nark  was  mad©  5C Y/a 
and  when  there  was  t do.  : ; about  an  an  r tho  c mbt  was  settled  in  fiver 

of  tho  applicant*  1 highest  mark  reoeived  wan  85^.  Test  yourself  on  these 

questions,  reader.' 


ARITHMETIC 

!•  What  are  the  fo  ’ principal  rules  of  ar  thmetio ? 

2*  Give  tho  proof  r multiplication  and  6 vision* 

3.  Define  a proper  ruction,  an  improper  f action,  and  give  an  exanple 

of  each. 

4.  What  is  a raised  usnbs  *? 

5*  What  ia  the  sum.  f 6j|  and  5-3/4  and  10-  9/20? 

6*  What  ia  & deoim  fraction? 

7*  Express  in  figu  .ss  ten  million  six  the  said  eight  billionths* 

8*  Multiply  sixty-  roo  thousandths  ty  for  y-foui  hundredths. 

9«  Multiply  724a 96  y 69.003* 


10, 

Divide  33796.28 

y 299.151* 

11. 

How  many  acres 

a tract  of  land  120  r 

de  long  by  80  rods  wide? 

12* 

Define  a square 

a cube.  Is  a oord  of 

ood  a cube? 

13  a 

What  are  the  co 

■ents  of  a pile  of  wood 

measuring  68  feat  in  lenth. 

4 feet  in  width 

and  9gr  feat  in  height? 

14  a 

If  a horse  io  fc 
per  cent? 

.gilt  for  $100  and  sold 

or  $2 CO,  what  ia 

the  gain 

15. 

Define  in  barest 

principal,  rate,  araoun 

« 

at  7%  per  annum* 

16, 

Find  tho  inter© 

on  'U  00  for  1 year,  6 

months,  12  days. 

17  * 

Define  Compound 

nteroivt* 

18  * 

What  will  $276 

cunt  to  in  3 years,  8 

.on  the  at  6 per  cent,  compound 

in  merest* 

19* 

Write  a oromiss 

y note  on  demand* 

9 

rs 

20. 

m and . 
7/n 

GEOGRAPHY 

1*  Define  geo graph 

2.  Define  tho  ©qua  r and  give  its  use, 

5*  Define  latitude  nd  longitudes 

4»  Give  two  proofs  ? tho  spherical  form  o the  earth. 

§«  Number  of  State  and  'territories  in  the  Jnitec  States* 

6*  Give  tho  Hew  En  and  states  and  thai;  c oibals* 

7,  Name  three  rive  of  '.few  England. 

8 o'  Give  five  bran  o’  a of  the  Mississippi  R rar* 

9*  Kamo  the  larges  lountain  range  of  the  ai  bed  States* 

10c  What  ia  the  boi  > of  the  Mississippi  R /er? 

11c  What  States  are  coated  Vifest  of  the  Roc  y Mountains? 

12.  Give  tho  degree  of  1 titude  of  Boston;  alio,  longitude  from  Washington* 

15*  Give  throe  larg  riverr  of  South  Amorio  . 

14*  Stats  the  produ  ions  of  Spain,  France,  mi  Italy. 

15 * In  what  direct!  is  1 eia  from  North  Am  dm? 

16 o What  rivers  in  ia  empty  into  the  Arct  c Ocean? 
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GEOGRA  PHY  ( o ontinued  ) 

17.  Lien t ion  the  mountains  of  Africa . 

18.  Give  six  important  islands  in.  the  Pacific  Ocean* 
19*  Give  the  boundaries  of  your  State  and  town,. 


GRAMMAR 

1*  Give  tho  divisions  of  English  grammar. 

2*  Define  etymology. 

3,  Kama  the  parts  of  speech. 

4*  Decline  man.  ox.  child,  in  both  numbers. 

5C  Give  the  oX&9S33  of  pronouns . 

6.  Compare  good,  little,  near,  bad,  muoh. 

7.  Correct  the  following  expression© ; He  done  it.  She  tailed  me  the  story. 
Jamas  learned  me  the  exerciee. 

8.  vVhat  is  a verb? 

9C.  Give  trie  synopsis  of  the  verb  walk,  in  all  the  tenses  of  the  indicative 
mood . 

10.  Analyze  tho  sentence;  The  carpenter  built  the  house  last  season, 
lie  Number  of  parts  of  speech  in  the  sentence,  Sharon  is  situated  in  Norfolk 
County,  and  their  names, 

12 o Give  the  plural  of  penny,  axle,  oargo,  story,  valley. 

13 e Give  the  difference  between  a regular  and  an  irregular  verb. 

14c  Parse  this  sentence;  I bought  the  horse  yesterday. 

15 . Give  the  names  of  the  moods. 

15.  Define  the  tenses. 

17 * When  should  capital  letters  be  used? 

18.  What  two  words  are  always  written  in  capitals? 

19.  What  is  the  difference  between  an  adjective  and  an  adverb? 

20.  Write  a sentence  containing  all  the  part3  of  speech. 

The  original  Building  Committee  was  mad©  an  advisory  Committee  and 
it  seems  obvious  that  friction  developed  between  this  Committee  and  the 
School  Committee  when  we  read  this  resolution  passed  at  a Special  Town 
Meeting,  also  in  December* 

Whereas 

"The  Sohool  Committee  has  failed  to  cooperate  with  the  High 
School  Committee  at  the  last  November  meeting  in  accordance  with 
the  insinuations  of  the  town  at  that  meeting 

Resolved 

"That  the  town  has  full  confidence  in  the  integrity,  ability 
and  das ires  of  the  High  School  Committee  and  hereby  request  them 
to  go  forward  and  establish  a School  at  such  time  and  in  such  way 
as  they  judge  will  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  citizens •> 


fubuC  ut 


■ 


Resolved 

"As  individuals  wa  hereby  pledge  them  our  support  in  payment 
of  all  bills  until  the  annual  mooting  when  wo  pledge  them  un- 
questioned legal  authority  to  aot  independent  of  any  personal 
feeling." 

One  member  of  the  School  Committee  resigned  and  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  was  mado  at  still  another  apeoial  town  meeting  on  January  3,  1878  to 
rescind  the  previous  vote  in  regard  to  the  High  School « The  school  was 
opened  on  'Wednesday,  January  9 \7ith  the  following  course  of  study*  "Reading* 
spelling*  arithmetic*  English  grammar*  penmanship,  history  of  the  United 
States,  algebra,  Latin,  with  weekly  exoroises  in  declamation  and  composition," 
The  Principal  received  $75  a month  end  Mr.  Billings  received  $2,50  a week  rent 
for  the  use  of  his  room. 

In  1879  tho  suggestion  wa3  mado  that  members  of  the  School  Committee 
should  be  made.  Since  the  matter  was  left  to  the  Committee  itself  to  deoide, 
we  can  only  guess  what  they  may  have  done  with  available  funde! 

Ehtranoe  examinations  wore  not  given  again  for  the  high  school  until 
July  7,  1879  when  Rev,  Henry  C,  Weston,  Superintendent  of  Scnools  ashed  these 
questions  among  many  others i 

ARITHMETIC 

What  is  a prime  number?  Give  the  prime  numbers  between  1 and  20o 
Add  together  l/4,  l/5,  l/S  and  l/l2  of  300  „0 
Divide  3000  by  3/lOQOt  . 

Bought  a farm  of  63  for  025  an  acre.  Sold  2,.7  for  $30  an  acre, 

2,9  for  $32,  and  t'  .aainder  for  $33  per  acre.  How  muoh  was  gained. 


GEOGRAPHY 

Hama  the  different  races  of  men  and  some  countries  where  they  each 
live-. 

Bound  our  own  state  and  give  its  oapitalo 
Pass  from  New  Orleans  to  Liverpool  by  water.. 

Draw  an  outline  of  this  school  room,  locating  the  aisles,  the  stove, 
and  the  teacher rs  desko 


* 


_____ 
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GRAMMAR 

Give  the  plural  of  goose,  horse,  aheep,  valley,  lily,  thief,  box, 

negro* 

Correct  the  following  sentence j I think  William  don’t  try  to  write 
good* 

Conjugate  the  verb  to  be  in  the  indicative  mood,  past  tense* 

Kamo  the  parte  of  speooh  ini  The  pleasant  towns  around  Boston  are 
inhabited  chief ly  by  people  7/ho  transact  business  in  the  oity. 

The  standard  of  65%  was  reached  by  nineteen  candidates* 

The  teacher  was  expected  to  hear  twelve  recitations  a day.  Because 
of  "an  unfounded  prejudice  against  the  Latin  language",  it  was  impossible  to 
make  the  subject  required,  although  this  would  have  reduced  the  teaohing 
load  to  only  ten  classes  a day.  And  the  Committee  regretfully  decided  that 
the  teacher  would  have  to  get  along  a while  longer  without  an  assistants 

In  1880  the  town  finally  adopted  Truant  Laws,  availing  itself  of  state 
statUBS*  Article  2 states  that  "All  ohildren  between  the  ages  of  seven  and 
fifteen  years,  residing  in  said  tovm*  and  who  may  be  found  wandering  about 
in  the  streets  or  publio  plaoes  of  said  town,  having  no  lawful  oooupation 
or  business,  not  attending  school,  and  growing  up  in  ignorance,  shall  be 
committed  to  the  truant  school  at  Lowell,  for  confinement,  instruction  and 
discipline*"  Two  truant  officers  were  appointed  to  enforce  the  laTSo 
Previously,  the  suggestion  had  been  made  that  one  building  be  ereoted  to 
combine  the  town  offices,  library,  school,  and  lockup  - not  suoh  a bad  idea. 
The  teachers  naturally  were  __ided  that  it  was  still  their  duty  "to  en- 
force punctuality  and  regularity  of  attendance,  and  to  preserve  good  order 
and  discipline."  Any  3chol$r  absent  or  late  three  times  a tern  without 
excuse  was  reported  tc  the  Sohool  Committee-,  Examinations  were  held  during 
the  last  two  weeks  of  each  term  and  anyone  absent  wan  examined  by  the 
Committee  before  he  oould  rejoin  the  schoolo 
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The  fir  at  Toaohera  * institute  ever  hold  in  town  wau  on  Tuesday, 
October  13,  1883  with  teachers  and  School  Corami  tteeo  pro  :ent  from  Canton, 
Norwood,  Ualpole,  Foxboro  and  Ilansfieldo  The  Secretary  of  the  State  Board 
conducted  the  program  and  a free  collation  waa  provided  by  the  people  of 
tin®  town.  Provision  was  made  that  year  for  the  supplying  of  free  textbooks 
to  tho  high  achool  scholars  and  an  linglish  course  wa3  added  to  the  high 
school  curriculum, 

1886  the  school  year  became  a calendar  yoar  for  the  first  time. 
After  several  years  without  a Supsrintent,  Sharon  oooperated  with  the  town 
of  Walpole  in  employing  Mr<>  Gc  H.  Danforth,  a Dartmouth  graduate,  at  the 
rate  of  $300  a year  for  two  days’  service  a week,  Llro  Danforth  made  a 
definite  impression  upon  education. 

He  recommended  that  tho  boating  system  at  the  Contra  School  be 
changed  from  wood  to  coal.  He  complained  about  the  four  ungraded  district 
schools  with  their  irregular  attendance  and  lack  of  uniformity  of  material 0 
The  Grammar  School  was  not  properly  preparing  scholars  for  High  School.,  He 
states  that  children  should  be  promoted  only  when  they  wore  ’’reasonably 
proficient”  in  the  work  of  the  lower  grades  and  he  found  Sharon  reading, 
v/riting  and  arithmetic  unsatisfactory.  He  reminded  the  town,  that  !,it  is 
Erie taken  kindness  to  advance  pupils  faster  than  their  powers  develop,"  He 
©von  suggested  that  no  class  be  sent  to  the  High  School  tho  following 
September ® 

Although  teachers  were  cheerfully  attending  faculty  meetings  in  the 
evening  or  on  Saturday  morning,  he  urged  that  he  be  permitted  to  dismiss 
achool  early  on  two  Friday  afternoons  each  term  for  the  purposes  of 
’’presenting  plans  of  work  and  methods  to  all  teachers  at  tho  same  time,,." 


* 


A 


Finding  supplies  inadequate*  Mr,  Danforth  remarked*  "A  wiua  liber- 
ality ’which,  while  diGcouraging  waste,  shall  see  that  al  . reasonable  want* 
are  satisfied,  is  the  truest  eoonomy." 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  the  foil  awing  year  the  Superintendent 
found  a great  improvement.  There  were  new  books  and  supplementary  materials* 
courses  had  been  outlined*  regular  toaohers 1 meetings  had  been  held.  The 
work  of  preparation  for  the  High  School  was  distinctly  batter  than  the  year 
bsforee  The  number  of  tardinesses  had  been  out  from  1513  to  1258.,  although 
in  the  High  Sohool  the  number  had  increased  from  447  to  701,  Two  pupils  had 
been  graduated  in  1881  and  two  moro  in  1884  but  the  Class  of  1387  graduated 
fire*  of  whom  Mr  He  Rk  Alberta  Felt  Farris  is  still  living  in  Sharon, 

More  responsibility  was  given  to  the  School  Committee  in  1889  when 
for  tsie  first  time.,  the  Commit  too  was  required  to  audit  and  approve  all  its 
own  bills  before  submission  to  the  Treasurer  for  payment , '^Embarrassed  by 
adverse  criticisms  in  the  presence  of  pupils*”  the  Committee  found  it  neces- 
sary to  write  in  tho  annual  report,  ”The  office  of  the  teacher  (is  not).,,, 
0c« .simply  (to  preserve)  strict  order  in  the  school-room  and  (to  induo©) 
pupils  to  commit  to  memory  certain  facts  found  in  the  textbooks,” 

Perhaps  this  was  the  reason  why  five  of  the  seven,  teachers  resigned 
at  the  end  of  the  term.  The  Committee  preferred  to  bell we  that  the  school 
year  was  too  short  and  according'^  changed  it  from  36  to  40  weeks*  at  the 
same  time  drawing  up  a complete  course  of  study.  Unfortunately*  the  oours® 
consisted  of  little  more  than  the  pages  to  be  ma stored  in  testbooks  and 
tells  U3  almost  nothing  of  content.  Could  the  fact  that  the  highest  salary 
in  the  system  was  'that  paid  to  the  Teaching  Principal  of  the  High  School  - 
$83.47  p.  month  - have  had  anything  to  do  with  the  turnover?  The  highest 
monthly  salary  paid  in  an  ungraded  school  was  $36  a month. 
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The  town  being  adamant  in  its  refusal  to  permit  the  use  of  the  Lower 
Tcm  nail  for  3ohool  purposes,  the  Committee  wa3  authorised  to  hire  until 
July  1,  1091  any  suitable  room  or  building  for  a aohooi,  with  an  allowance 
of  §200.  After  refusing  a second  request  for  the  use  of  the  Hall,  the  town 
did  appoint  a Committee  of  Five  to  examine  the  needs  for  a new  high  eohool 
building  and  brin^  In  plans,  estimates,  recommendation®,  eto.  e.t  the  annual 
masting  in  1891„  It  was  voted  informally  to  keep  the  school  at  the 
Stoughtonham  Institute  for  the  time  being* 

In  spite  of  the  faot  that  in  the  Primary  School  one  teaoher  was 
struggling  with  over  fifty  pupils  representing  four  grades  In  one  room  and 
that  at  the  East  School  the  teacher  had  forty-five  pupils  representing  five 
grades*  the  schools  were  reported  in  1891  ae  being  in  "excellent  condition" 
with  all  teachers  doing  satisfactory  work®  The  town  adopted  tlie  Act* 

Chapter  431,  Acts  of  1888  and  Sharon  united  with  Stoughton  and  Mansfield  in 
employing  a Superintendent,  Sharon's  share  of  his  salary  to  be  §175*  Mr® 
Edwards  P.  Fitts  of  I-liddleboro  was  selected  and  filled  his  offioe  most 
satisfactorily  for  twenty-one  , years® 

The  town  furthermore  accepted  the  report  recommending  enlargement 
of  the  Centro  School  rather  than  construction  of  a new  school.,  and 
appropriated  §5115  for  the  purpose;  §1000  to  be  raised  each  year  until  the 
ooat  was  met.  When  the  Conrcitt  reported  later  that  the  cost  would  bs 
greater,  they  were  authorized  to  go  ahead  anyway®  During  the  period  of 
construction,  the  Grammar  and  Primary  Schools  mot  at  the  "Institute  Building" 
and  the  High  School  in  tho  vestry  of  the  Congregational  Church,  the  un- 
expected expenditure  for  rent  sadly  upsetting  the  Committee's  budget. 

But  it  was  well  worth  the  worry.  The  next  report  reads,  "The  rooms 
(of  tho  renovated  Centre  Schoolhoueo)  are  well  heated,  well  ventilated  ana 
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wall  furnished,  and  the  buildings  are  well  oared  for®  The  conditions  are 
such  that  a teacher  oan  be  expected  to  do  better  work  and  the  scholars  cun 
study  better  than  was  possible  under  the  inferior  conditions  previously  pre- 
vailing. in  eaoh  room  there  i3  a separate  desk  for  eaoh  soholar;  an  arrange 
meat  that  ie  far  bettor  a3  regards  school  diaciplino,  as  well  as  from  a sani 
tary  standpoint." 

Tho  Committee,  fired  with  enthusiasm  after  the  Reading  Institute  in 
Hyde  Park,  ro joined  that  none  of  the  teachers  had  resigned  that  years 


"Few  realize  vrfcat  an  advantage  it  is  to  have  e good 
teacher  retain  her  position  year  after  yeur0  She  knows  the 
failures  and  successes  of  her  pupils;  ehe  knows  what  they 
have  been  taught  and  just  what  steps  to  take  next;  she  has  the 
sympathy  (sic  of  the  neighborhood  in  whioh  she  teaches e and 
she  fias  confidence  placed  in  her;  she  knows  what  plans  have 
been  proposed  by  those  havin0  the  school  in  charge,  and  is 
working  out  those  plans  with  a clear  understanding  of  what 
is  required  to  be  dona.  Such  a teacher  deserves  tho  heart- 
iest encouragement.  All  interested  in  the  schools  know  that 
to  secure  good  results,  a teacher  must  spend  many  hours  in 
preparation  for  each  day's  duties;  must  be  constantly  on 
the  lookout  for  new  events,  in  order  to  keep  up  with  ths 
times;  must  keep  her  physical  being  in  proper  condition  to 
control  and  direct  the  many  restless  children  placed  under 
her  care,11 


Still  more  Truancy  By-laws  wero  passed  in  1333.  These  were  even 
more  desperate  than  the  previous  attempts  to  control  attendance.  Any  child 
absent  three  times  without  excuse  on  1hre©  different  days  or  late  six  times 
in  a month  was  to  be  called  an  habitual  truant  and  might  be  committed  to 
the  Truant  School  at  Walpole.  The  laws  apparently  had  little  effect  because 
Mr.  Fitts  continued  patiently  every  year  to  add  tho  minutes  and  hours  lost 
in  each  school  because  of  tardiness  and  dismissions.  The  total  in  1893  wag 
126  hours,  22  minutes  for  tho  fall  tom  alone.  But  perhaps  a loss  of  time 
in  1895  for  the  entire  year  of  271  hours,  27  minutes  is  some  improvement? 


The  appropriations  for  1894-  were  routine  - $160  for  the  Superintendent, 
$400  for  books  and  supplies,  $200  for  repairs  and  incidentals,  $3500  for 
buildings,  salaries  and  fuel* 

To vm  interest  was  revived  in  1697  when  the  Committee  urged  that  an 
Intermediate  School  be  added  in  the  oanter,  saying  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  have  tvvo  moro  classrooms  in  September*  Music  and  drawing  were 
a full  part  of  the  curriculum,  a fourth  class  had  been  added  to  the  High 
School,  and  they  were  recommending  a change  to  vertical  writing*  There  were 
over  400  children  in  town  and  something  must  be  done. 

The  legislative  prooess  began  with  a Special  Town  hosting  early  in 
1893  at  which,  after  a two  hour  debate,  the  matter  of  securing  two  more  rooms 
was  referred  back  to  the  School  Committee  with  instructions  to  investigate  a 
site  for  a new  building.  At  a second  meeting,  it  was  voted  to  aocept  the 
Murray  lot  on  High  Street,  the  cost  not  to  exceed  $2000  and  to  erect  thereon 
a four  room  house  at  a total  cost  of  $8000.  In  jjuly,  $1200  was  added  to  the 
appropriation  for  grading  and  furniture.  On©  member  of  the  Committee  re- 
signed  because  of  dissatisfaction  over  the  plans  and  a new  building  committee 
was  ©looted  from  the  floor.  Permission  was  given  to  use  the  Lower  Town  Hall 
temporarily  for  a school  room. 

In  August,  the  Town  rescinded  the  vote  of  $9000  but  did  agree  to 
put  a sanitary  plant  into  the  Centre  School.  Then  followed  moro  votes  - 
$220  for  Building  Committee  expenses  and  the  architects  fee  and  $8000  for 
a school. 

In  November,  the  Town  voted  to  have  a new  committee  to  bring  in  a 
plan  the  following  March  with  an  appropriation  of  $7500,  not  to  include  the 
furnishings.  The  plans  submitted  in  1899  ware  approved  and  the  final 
amount  wee  $3100  for  building,  grading  and  furnishings.  Sharon  workers  only 
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were  to  be  employed  and  by  the  day*  Feeling  generous,  the  voters  graciously 
Bade  tho  salaries  of  the  District  teachers  tho  same  as  those  of  the  schools 
in  the  Centre,  except  for  the  High  School* 

Disillusionment  oame  and  another  speoial  meeting*  There  were  no 
Sharon  workers  available  by  the  day  or  otherwise  and  part  of  the  March 
motion  was  therefore  rescinded*  In  irritation,  some  voters  attempted  to 
also  rescind  tho  article  on  salaries  but  fortunately  were  defeated* 

Iftien  tho  High  Street  Sohool  v/an  oocupied  in  1899,  housing  problems 
seemed  at  an  end*  The  rooms,  although  "not  large",  could  easily  take  40 
pupils  and  there  was  even  room  for  a kindergarten  started  by  private  enter- 
prise, (The  town  took  over  the  kindergarten  the  following  year  but  when 
the  voters  refused  to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  in  1902,  the 
kindergarten  disappeared  from  existence  until  1947.)  All  salaries  were 
raised  (2  a week  in  a burst  of  generosity. 

Progress  was  in  the  air,,  A Dartmouth  graduate,  Mr.  James  N.Pringle, 
later  Commissioner  of  Education  for  New  Hampshire,  accepted  the  position  of 
Principal  of  the  High  School  at  $300  a year,  A bioyole  room  fitted  with 
racks,  v;e.s  opened  in  tho  basement  of  ths  High  School.  Two  courses  were  being 
offered  in  the  High  School  and  Latin  was  no  longer  required  (this  in  spite 
of  the  new  book!).  Physical  Geography  was  added  to  the  curriculum.  They 
suggested  adding  an  extra  year  to  the  High  School  because  the  pupils  were 
so  low  on  tho  June  examinations.  The  ohildrsn  waro  too  young,  anyway, 

Sharon  was  getting  ready  for  the  new  century* 

And  progress  continued.  Thore  was  another  general  salary  increase. 
Ur.  Pringle  was  allowed  $50  a year  for  an  office  assistant.  The  Superintend- 
ent n&E  still  receiving  $180.  Physios  and  Chemistry  were  added  to  the  High 
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Sohool  curriculum®  Transportation  w^e  being  supplied  to  three  pupils  from 
West  S harm  bo  the  Center,  Mr*  Carpenter  had  given  the  new  sohool  two 
beautiful,  photographs  of  Plymouth  Kook®  The  Boston  University  Glee  Club 
gave  a benefit  concert  for  the  High  Sohool*  Everyone  was  interested  in  the 
discussions  as  to  whether  there  should  bo  nine  grades  before  the  High  Sohool. 
The  school  budget  had  risen  to  $7350  but  the  tax  rate  was  only  $13.  On 
March  23,  an  advertisement  appeared  in  the  Advocate : "Lady  school  teacher, 
slightly  out  of  health,  would  like  board  at  a reasonable  prioe  in  some 
pleasant  private  family.”  The  editor  of  the  Advocate,  commenting  on  the 
extrema  number  of  new  teachers  in  Norwood,  made  this  sly  remarks  "How 
different  the  case  with  us,  where  wedded  bliss  evidently  has  no  charms 
equal  to  the  pleasure  of  teaching  in  the  Sharon  schools.'" 

The  annual  maintenance  of  the  High  School  was  $1200,  plus  coal  and 
miscellaneous,  but  it  was  obviously  cheaper  than  sending  the  children  else- 
where® The  High  Sohool  was  experimenting  with  a single  session  - 8s30  to 
l?30fi  with  a twenty-minute  intermission  - and  finding  with  relief  that  the 
unbroken  day  was  not  injurious  to  the  scholars*  healtho  Only  a disgruntled 
parent  who  thought  the  teaohers  used  the  blackboards  too  much,  and  the 
children  on  the  trolley  line  we re  unhappy*  The  latter  lamented  that  they 
arrived  in  school  either  3/4  of  an  hour  early  or  five  minutes  late  and  had 
to  wait  from  two  o?clock  until  three  for  the  trip  home® 

By  1902,  eleven  teaohers  were  employed  in  the  town  and  351  children 
were  in  school.  The  population  was  2060  and  the  tax  rate  was  $l4o80»  But 
Sharon  was  277th  in  the  state  in  the  amount  appropriated  for  the  support  of 
the  public  aohools  (22nd  in  die  country)  and  270th  in  attendance®  The  taxa- 
tion cost  for  educating  each  child  was  $26*49®  All  toe  High  School  teachers 
(both  of  themi)  were  college  graduates  but  the  town  mourned  the  passing  of 
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of  tho  kindergarten. 

Thu  roport  of  }.9 03  has  a familiar  sound.  "(Sharon)  has  a largo 
shifting  population  so  that  we  are  constantly  losing  some  of  our  boat  pupils. 
.......The  registers  show  nev/  pupils  entering  nearly  every  week  and  this  has 

made  the  teaching  very  difficult." 

Dissatisfied  with  the  lack  of  a well  at  the  South  School*  tho  shabby 
condition  of  the  North  School,  and  the  closing  of  tho  West  School  for  six 
days  when  no  substitute  could  be  secured  for  a siok  teacher,  -the  parents  of 
the  Districts  renewed  their  demand  for  a central  school  with  transportation 
provided*  The  time  was  not  ripe. 

Teachers  were  again  concerned  with  salaries.  Female  salaries  were 
good  as  compared  with  the  state  average  but  living  costs  in  Sharon  were  very 
high.  The  High  Street  Principal  received  $536*25*  the  highest  rate  on  the 
elementary  level?  and  tlr.  Pringle  had  been  raised  from  $1070  in  1902,  to 
$1072.50.  Tho  High  Sohool  janitor  reoeived  $500.  The  School  Committee* 
however*  had  no  difficulty  in  filling  vacancies.  They  were  gratified  to 
find  teachers  buyin^  books  and  magazines  to  improve  themselves  at  their  own 
expensed 

By  1906*  Seniors  in  High  Sohool  were  no  longer  being  sent  to  other 
towns  to  complete  thoir  eduoaticn  beoause  there  v/ere  now  four  full  years 
(actually  five  - Grades  9-13) o There  were  only  three  teaohers  but  Commercial 
subjects  had  been  added.  Sharon  oould  proudly  boast  that  its  graduates  oould 
enter  any  college  or  technical  school*  and  did  so. 

Attendance  was  better*  The  Truant  Officer  had*  in  desperation* 
taken  three  boys  from  the  High  Street  Sohool  to  court  where  they  had  been 
placed  on  probation*  The  effect  on  the  rest  of  the  school  population  was 
salutary. 

That  year*  in  accordance  with  starve  law,  hearing  and  vision  were 


tested  for  -title  firet  time*  Of  3*15  pupils,  69  had  def active  qyesight  and 

0 

EO  had  defective  hearing* 


SCHOOL  CENTKkUZATION 

In  1907  the  School  Committee  re-examined  the  District  situation®. 

The  liortli  School  had  give  pupils,  the  liast  had  twelve  (of  whom  five  were 
state  wards  or  non-residents ) , and  the  'fleet  School  had  seven*  heoognizing 
the  faot  that  it  is  "impossible  to  seours  any  position  of  importance  with 
promotion  unless  one  has  at  least  paeeed  through  High  S chool"  and  antici- 
pating therefore,  a greater  school  population,  Ihe  Committee  recommended 
that  four  more  rooms  be  added  to  the  High  Street  School*  Thus,  the  Distriot 
Schools  could  bo  closed 0 

At  the  following  Town  Meeting,  a committee  was  appointed  to  bring 
in  reoommendations  on  five  sites  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a new  high 
school®  It  was  specifically  voted  not  to  purchase  the  land  offered  on 
Station  Street.  In  liovember,  the  coumittee  report  was  met  with  a notion  for 
indefinite  postponement.  By  this  time,  all  the  District  Schools  were  closed 
and  their  pupils  were  absorbed  in  the  ceh  arc  There  were  two  grades  with 
one  teaoher  in  each  roam  - the  membership  as  follows*  47,  45,  44,  46,  66* 
The  High  School  was  especially  crowded  with  61  pupils  at  the  end  of  the  year 
with  only  four  to  graduate  and.  37  to  enter®  The  situation  seemed  happy  only 
in  the  lowest  grades  where  the  new  Aldine  method  of  reading,  in  which  rhymes 
with  unfamiliar  words  were  learnod,  was  proving  interesting* 

In  March,  1909,  after  several  attempts  at  amendment  and  reconsidera- 
tion, the  town  appropriated  S20,600  with  which  to  build  and  equip  a new  High 
School  with  (3400  allocated  for  the  site*  The  School  Committee  wrote  of  the 
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meeting:  "Personal  animosities  seamed  to  overpower  the  sober  judgment  of 

the  citizens," 

When,  in  June,  the  Committee  asked  once  more  for  the  use  of  the 
lower  floor  of  the  Town  Hall,  the  town  appointed  a committee  to  see  whether 
tho  congestion  really  ejeiated.  Their  recommendation  in  August  for  an  ap- 
propriation of  $750  for  plumbing,  heating,  etc,,  to  improve  conditions  in 
the  Centre  School  resulting  from  the  congestion,  was  made. 

At  a meeting  in  September,  an  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  to  change 
the  site.  Another  notion  to  increase  the  appropriation  to  $23,600  was  also 
defeated.  The  final  motion  t-o  cut  the  appropriation  to  $20,000  and  to  erect 
a wooden  building  was  defeated  because  the  necessary  two-thirda  was  lackingo 

More  meetings  were  to  ocmel 

An  attempt  was  made  early  in  November  to  add  four  rooms  and  a play- 
ground at  a cost  of  $16,000,  to  the  High  Street  Schools  This  was  defeated. 
Later  that  month,  a vote  on  a brick  school  was  declared  illegal  when  140 
present  cast  142  votes.  At  a third  meeting,  there  was  still  not  a two- 
thirds  vote.  Success  came  only  in  larch,  1910  when  the  site  originally 
proposed,  at  the  corner  of  Pleasant  and  Station  Streets  was  purchased  for 
$3000  and  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  was  made  for  the  aohoolc  ’.Then  it  was 
reported  at  the  April  Tovm  Meeting  that  the  cost  of  the  Morrell  lot  was 
actually  less  -than  f>§000,  the  remainder  was  anaably  voted  for  grading? 

The  delighted  Committee  found  the  new  building  "commodious,  well- 
heated,  well-lighted. ....  .a.  magnificent  proof  of  the  confidence  of  the 
citizens  in  idle  schools®  . ...  «of  fine  proportions, «...  .a  tribute  to  the 
architect »"  For  the  first  time,  b ach  teacher  had  a, separate  recitation 
room®  The  sanitary  and  health  facilities  were  superb?  The  laboratories 
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ca  the  top  floor  were  ample  ©.ad  well -©quipped.  Sharon  High  School  was 
certified  by  the  College  Untrance  Exe-jiination  Poard  of  New  England  ©ad 
secondary  eduoation  had  boon  permanently  provided  for. 

A bad  fire  so  extensively  damaged  the  High  Street  School  on  February  9, 
1910  that  it  was  closed  for  six  weeks  while  repairs  and  renovations,  in- 
cluding steel  oollingo  and  eleotrio  lights,  were  made.  Host  of  the  students 
temporarily  had  classes  in  idle  Congregational  Church  but  24  met  in  th©  Town 
Hall.  In  April,  the  North  School  was  destroyed  by  a forest  fire  and  th© 
Committee  collected  $800  in  insurance.  There  was  a severe  diphtheria 
epidemic  that  cam©  year,  resulting  in  the  loss  of  more  days  of  school. 

"Uncle  William"  wrote  a lottor  to  th©  Sharon  advocate; 

"So  long  as  th©  to&oher  permits  the  scholar a to  litter 
th©  High  School  grounds  with  luncheon  leavings  which  'th© 
janitor  overlooks,  I suggest  that  the  town  install  a billy 
goat  on  the  premises.  He  can  be  tethered  to  a movable 
stake  and  rolled  upon  to  clean  up  the  yard.  Ke  might  also, 
without  extra  expense,  give  the  school  committee  a little 
jog,  should,  any  member  chance  to  bo  crossing  that  way." 

The  Code  of  Rules  and  Regulations  adopted  that  year  appears  in  the 

Supplement* 

Among  the  members  of  th©  Claes  of  3.911,  the  first  alumni  of  the 
"new"  high  school  was  Mrs.  Elsie  Bishop  Hight,  Among  other  notes  of  th© 
year  we  find  the  Committee  providing  transportation  by  barge  for  all  who 
lived  more  than  a,  mil©  from  the  center.  The  Dental  Clinic  waa  started.  It 
was  urged  that  some  kind  of  a parent-teacher  organisation  b©  established. 

The  school  participated  in  an  Agricultural  Fair  in  the  Town  Hall  where 
students 'exhibits  gained  plaudits.  The  Eighth  Grad©  was  busily  engaged  in 
basketry  and  courses  in  domestic  science  and  manual  arts  were  baing  sug- 
gested. Six  toaohsrs  had  launched  on  a novel  venture.  Unable  to  find 
living  quarters  in  private  homes,  they  rented  a house  of  Summit  Avezxuo  and 
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divided  the  housework  among  theea,  two  teachers  assuming  duty  every  other 
Friday  for  two  weeks*  i;s  proof  of  their  genuine  culture  and  refinement, 
they  oven  had  a piano  and  subscribed  to  two  newspapers.  There  was  only  one 
flaw  in  the  situation.  When  one  teaoher  developed  measles  in.  the  spring, 
the  schools  had  to  be  closed  during  the  period  of  quarantine  of  her  five 
housemates . 

So  successful  was  the  experiment  that  ;he  following  year,  ten 
teachers  engaged  a housekeeper  and  the  house  on  Billings  Street  now  oocupied 
by  the  Bowmans.  The  teachers  certainly  needed  a relaxing  homo  environment. 
High  School  teachers  had  7g,  8,  and  S ol&sses  respectively  a day  and  were 
requesting  the  aid  of  a colleague.  In  the  grammar  school.,  the  ventilation 
ms  completely  inadequate,  the  sanitary  facilities  almost  non-existent*,  the 
floors  were  springy.  In  foot,  the  town  had  to  vote  $2800  for  immediate 
repair E. 

Grade  VIII  had  added  a course  in  Agriculture  and  olubs  were  flourish- 
ing - the  Junior  Home  and  School  Garden  Club,  the  Junior  Corn  Growers,  the 
Potato  Culture  Club,  and  the  Junior  Potato  Growers.  Citizens  were  demand- 
ing Spanish  for  the  High  School  and  foreign  languages  for  the  elementary 
grades.  A Penmanship  course  was  added  to  the  curriculum.  The  Grammar  School 
had  a bazaar  to  pay  for  its  graduation  expenses  while  the  Seniors  pondered 
the  merits  of  mottoes  such  as  "Hess  quam  Videri";  today  Decided  Tomorrow i 
"Ad  Astra  per  Aspera;  and  wondered  whether  to  seleot  the  yellow  rosea  or 
the  blue  pansy  for  class  flower®  Penny  Savings  were  flourishing  and  Sharon 
students  y<ere  winning  prize-speaking  contests  with  other  towns® 

1913  had  several  distinctions.  The  Teachers’  Retirement  Fund  came 


into  existence.,  Spanish  was  taught  in  the  High  School®  The  use  of  plan 
books  was  required®  Under  Chapter  367,  Acts  of  1911,  the  School  Committee 
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permitted  the  school  buildings  to  be  used  for  public  purposes.  Women 
tried  to  be  elected  to  the  Committee  and  were  rejected.  Books  were 
deposited  at  the  schools  from  the  Public  Library.  Grade  I was  put  upon  t.vo 
bob') ions  but  the  barge  children  enjoyed  -die  privilege  of  a full  day.  The 
flag  on  the  Primary  School  one  day  was  hoisted  with  the  stars  down,  leading 
to  facetious  comment.  A deer  appeared  behind  the  High  School  in  Qotcber0 
710  children  Y*oro  in  school,  36  fewer  than  the  year  before 0 The  Senior 
Physics  class  installed  a wireless  on  the  roof  of  the  High  School.  The 
South  Sharon  School  vieitod  Boston  and  was  properly  impressed  by  the  Art 
Museum  and  the  Public  Gardens . The  coat  of  education  per  child  in  the 
state  was  038.90  - in  Norwood,  033.37;  in  Walpole,  035.37;  in  Sharon,  045.00. 

Mr.  Fitto,  in  his  twentieth  year  of  service,  wrote  in  hie  annual 
report  for  1915* 

"It  rests,  therefore,  in  double  measure  upon  the  schools  to 
mould  the  plastic  materials  in  its  hands;  to  inculcate  from  the 
outset  by  preoept  and  by  example,  by  indirect  teaching  und  by 
direct  instruction,  sound  moral  principles;  to  make  the  child 
self-governing;  to  insist  on  obedience  to  just  requirements  in 
the  home,  the  school,  the  community;  to  demand  unswerving  honesty 
in  all  things;  to  cultivate  a spirit  of  honor;  to  imprees  the 
need  of  purity  in  thought,  word,  and  deed;  to  place  integrity 
above  self-aggrandizement;  to  implant  an  enthusiastic  loyalty 
to  city,  to  state,  and  to  the  flag;  to  teach  that  truth  and 
probity  far  outweigh  wealth  and  power;  and  to  ground  deep  in 
every  heart  that  unselfish  service  for  others  ic  the  highest 
form  of  living." 

That  year  the  School  Committee  sold  the  iaet,  VTest,  and  North 
properties  and  some  of  the  money  was  used  to  purchase  an  amasing  now  gas 
machine  for  the  Science  Department.  Mr.  Fitts  was  serving  only  one  day  a 
week  at  0360  a year  but  the  following  year,  at  his  recommendation , a full- 
time Superintendent  was  employed.  The  South  School  had  been  closed.  Miss 
Packard  was  conducting  one  section  of  the  First  Grade  in  the  Town  Hall  and 
th®  First  Grade  as  a whole  was  doing  exceptional  work. 
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JJew  spelling,  reading,  language,  arithmetic,  and  geography  outlines  were 
planned.  Rush  by  business,  the  School  Committee  was  holding  two  meetings  a 
month* 

One  of  their  problems  was  teachers’  pay®  Faced  by  the  impossibility 
of  finding  suitable  board  lug-places  in  tom,  the  teachers  demanded  increased 
salaries  to  meet  extremely  high  living  costa*  Sharon  had  been  grouped  by 
the  state  in  the  classification  of  towns  under  (3000  having  a High  School, 
vrith  Wren  thorn.  Grove  land , Weston  end  Groton*  Its  relative  position  was  as 
f CllOTfG  s 


Valuation* ««.«*u3 
Humber  of  teachers « • « • • ® .4 
Number  of  pupils .........  2 

Principals'  pay,® C1 

Supervisors'  pay* ....... *5 

Teachers  ’ pay, ..4 

Allowance  for  textbooks.. 5 
Average  position. ..... «® , 3 


The  cost  per  pupil  that  year  was  $35 .69, 

WORLD  WAR  I 

Participation  of  our  country  in  a great  war  brought  many  changes  to 
Sharon.  The  cost  of  the  schools  had  increased  95.5/4  in  ten  years,  in  part 
because  the  town  was  employing  Mr®  Vernon  iunes  ae  Superintendent  and  Principal 
of  the  High  School®  457  children  were  in  school,  an  increase  in  ten  years 
of  25,6/4,  The  pay  roll  had  increased  55o6y*|  supplies,  57>o}  fuel,  64*3706 
Transportation  alone  - divided  among  the  barges,  the  first  auto,  and  the 
trolley  line  - cost  $2993,20*  German  was  being  taught,  only  to  be  dropped 
immediately.  The  weather  was  so  severe  and  the  shortage  of  coal  so  acute 
that  half-sessions  wore  held  during  the  entire  winter  and  the  February  vaca- 


tion lasted  for  two  weeks 
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A unit  course  including  history,  geography  and  civics  was  intro- 
ducod  and  course  outlines  were  made  for  all  the  elementary  subjects*, 

Thu  administration  of  the  first  "standard  testa"  given  in  the  town, 
the  G leva  land  survey  in  Arithmetic,  showed  that  only  the  Third  Grade  he.d  an 
achievement  comparable  to  that  of  Cleveland,  all  the  others  being  diegruoe- 
fully  low*  Further  testing  indicated  weakness  in  spelling*, 

The  Fortnightly  Club  established  a school  lunch  in  the  High  Sohool, 
serving  hot  soup  or  ooooa  with  aandwiohes  to  as  many  as  seventy-five  ohildren 
a day.  But  when  sandwiches  were  dropped  and  only  about  25  ohildren  availed 
dnemaelves  of  a hot  drink,  the  project  wad  given  up* 

The  Committee  again  was  deeply  concerned  with  a demand  for  space*, 

The  Grammar  School  was  still  ill-ventilatad,  ill-lighted,  lacking  in  sanitary 
facilities,  and  now  was  overcrowded*  Various  schemes  of  enlargement  or  of 
temporary  quarters  wore  possible  but  it  seemed  best  to  build  a new  Junior- 
Senior  High  School  on  a lot  of  eig^it  to  ten  acres,  with  ample  space  for  play- 
grounds, athletic  field,  and  gardens* 

The  latter  phrase  was  an  echo  of  the  staunch  participation  of  the 
school  children  in  the  "war  program.  Victory  Gardens  and  Pig  Clubs  were 
popular*  Rveryone  joined  the  Junior  Red  Cross.  347  out  of  432  children 
bought  Thrift  and  War  Savings  Stamps  at  an  average  of  $10.64  per  child. 

For  nearly  the  first  five  weeks  in  1916  the  schools  were  closed  be- 
cause of  the  dread  Influenza  epidemic*  However,  in  spite  of  the  serious 
loss  of  school  time  in  both  1917  and  1S18,  whan  the  the  Cleveland  teste  were 
given  twice  again,  tremendous  improvement  was  manifested  and  in  April  the 
ol&eses  v^ero  well  above  standard.  Spelling  improvement,  however,  lagged 


behind 
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Reflecting  the  increased  coat  of  living,  a 'V3.ee7’  of  $75  was  given 
each  toaoher,  making  the  lov/oet  salary  $650.  In  the  grade  schools,  the 
teaching  load  wus  only  35  children  and  20  in  the  High  School- 

CHARLES  R.  i/ILBEK  SCHOOL 

At  the  Town  Meeting  in  1919,  a Committee  of  nine,  including  throe 
members  of  the  Sohool  Committee,  vma  selected  to  report  on  school  building 
needs®  Their  recommendation  to  purchase  22  acres  on  Summit  i*. venue  and  High 
Street  Extension,  was  dismissed-  Ho  further  action  was  taken  until  February  10, 
1920  when  it  was  voted  to  acquire  the  present  site  on  South  Main  Street  for 
£2X26  and  a new  plana  Committee  was  selected.  On  June  22,  it  was  reported 
that  the  land  had  been  bought  and  plans  calling  for  h preliminary  expenditure 
of  $16,500  were  accepted®  However,  action  on  ereotion  was  referred  to  a 
special  Town  Mooting  to  be  oulled  after  January  1,  1921.  A Special  School- 
house  Committee  YJao  instructed  to  look  into  the  purchase  of  portable  two- 
room  schools. 

There  were  490  children  in  school  and  the  congestion  was  so  bad  that 
40  children  In  the  First  and  Second  Grades  wero  meeting  in  the  lower  Town 
Hall  and  32  others  Yfere  having  school  ever  Pettee’s  Store-  Previously , 
there  had  been  double  sessions  for  several  weeks  for  Grades  I and  II.  Some 
classes  were  meeting  in  the  High  Sohool  building  at  inconvonience  to  the 
High  School  program.  Shfaron,  having  been  named  Class  A by  the  State  Board 
of  Education,  was  anxious  to  keep  its  rating. 

Thoso  problems  were  tho  responsibility  of  Mr®  Poison  Howard  of 
Mansfield,  who  had  succeeded  Mr®  Ames.  He  gave  only  one  day  a week  to  Sharon 
for  a salary  of  $500  a year®  His  impression  of  Sharon  v/ae  favorable,*  He 
fou&d  the  pupils  "strong  phyoioally  and  alert  mentally. - .At  first  I 
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observed  a lack  of  concentration  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  High  School 
pupils,  also  a tendency  to  delay  in  carrying  out  tha  directions  of  the 
teachers*"  Later  ho  oomented;  ’’The  teachers  have  succeeded  in  seouring 
better  scholarship,  more  prompt  obedience,  and  a better  echool  spirit.” 

Mr*  Howard  pereuadted  the  Committee  of  the  necessity  of  raising  teachers* 
salaries  in  order  to  continue  receiving  State  Aid® 

Meanwhile  the  battle  for  the  school  continued® 

A spooial  town  meeting  oalled  for  May  IB,  19.31  was  cancelled*  On 
Juno  6,  $6500  mors  was  voted  for  the  land*  On  August  IB,  the  Committee 
asked  for  090,000  for  the  building.  On  September  15,  the  report  was  accepted 
once  again  and  when  a written  ballot  was  taken,  the  town  voted  163-37  to 
build  the  school  e.t  090,000.  But  they  weren't  quits  through.  On  October  10, 
the  name  was  officially  changed  from  "Public  School"  to  "Grammar  School/',  a 
title  it  wore  until  February  14,  1922  when  $300  was  appropriated  for  a bronse 
tablet  suitably  commemorating  Charles  R.  Wilber,  a hero  of  Yi or Id  War  I.  (It 
seems  almost  unfair  to  remind  the  reader  that  the  Town  of  Walpole  promptly 
sent  the  School  Committee  a bill  for  Charles  h.  Wilber  *a  education  in  -choir 
schools l)  Until  the  school  was  ready,  the  former  auditorium  of  the  Publio 
Library  was  used  for  an  overflow  class,  suitable  sanitury  facilities  being 
installed  at  the  expense  of  the  School  Department* 

Once  again  all  Sharon's  school  problems  were  settled*  There  was  a 
large  room  in  which  the  barge  children  could  eat  lunch;  there  was  a room 
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for  the  Nurse;  there  were  oven  teachers’  rooms*  29C  children  left  the 
building  in  70  seconds  during  fire  drills®  Latin  and  Algebra  were  intro- 
duced during  the  second  tern  in  Grade  VIII*  The  new  Beacon  reading  system, 

\ 

based  upon  the  Bounding  of  words,  was  better  than  all  Its  predecessors* 

There  was  a Glee  Club.  Basketball  said  track  wore  popular.  Tha  boys  were 


fretting  that  they  were  unable  to  join  th©  Loegue  because  they  had  no  base- 
ball  field.  The  budget  had  jumped  to  $340*837.75  end  Mr*  Waldo  Glover,  the 
new;  Superintendent,  was  receiving  03,995.  The  Fortnightly  Glib  had  given 
tho  High  School  an  Edison  phonograph  and  o.  fine  smell  rooord  library  had 
been  established.  Manual  training,  classes  were  successful  in  the  grammar 
school.  Palmer  Method  Buttons  were  being  awarded  to  the  eight  best  penmen 
&nd  students  were  winning  medals  and  certif io-tas  in  typing.  But  what  is 
this  familiar  complaint?  "The  Commercial  Department  is  so  cramped  that  we 
ore  compelled  to  use  the  laboratories  for  olassrooms,” 


THE  PRESENT  HIGH  oCHOOL 


*^V 

> 


And  th©  democratic  procoea  begins  its  slow  unwieldy  fi notion  onoo 

more. 

As  early  ae  March  10*  1924,  a committee  was  appointed  to  make  re« 
commendations  concerning  a new  high  school,  the  membership  having  passed  the 
capacity  of  100  for  which  the  Pleasant  Street  building  had  been  designed® 
This  oommittoe  Was  replaced  by  a committee  of  6, plus  tho  School  Committee, 
"none  of  six  other  persons  to  be  likely  to  have  a personal  business  interest 
in  tho  building  of  school  houses,  nor  a member  of  the  Warrant  Committee » " 
$600  was  allowed  for  expenses  and  they  were  to  report  at  the  annual  Town 
Meeting  of  L.aroh,  1926,  However,  on  December  28,  1925,  it  was  voted  to 
erect  u High  School  with  an  Auditorium  and  Gymnasium,  the  Committee  to 
petition  the  Legislature  for  permission  to  borrow  $150,000. 

On  February  15,  1926,  an  Article  in  the  ’Warrant  for  an  appropriation 
of  $200,000  was  defeated  258  to  183,  On  Eobruary  25,  the  vote  wan  237  to 
205,  Bitter  arguments  prevailed  in  every  corner  of  Sharon.  The  Building 


Committee  was  divided  and  both  factions  wrote  letters  to  the  Advocate  and 
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halted  people  in  tho  Square*  Realizing  the  impossibility  of  housing  tho 
voters  in  the  Town  Hall,  the  Selectmen  had  erected  a large  tent  on  the 
corner  of  South  Main  and  Chestnut  Streets,  communi eating  with  the  Wilber 
School  corridor  in  whioh,  on  March  6,  the  shivering  citizenry  voted  435  to 
232  against  the  High  School  - to  the  delight  of  the  Boston  p»ea«c 

A special  Town  Meeting  was  hold  in  the  Town  Hall  on  April  5 with 
voting  on  the  measure  carried  on  by  Australian  ballot  from  3:00  to  9:00  iJ.M. 
The  Article  again  failed  to  get  the  necessary  two-thirds,  being  defeated 
568  to  426, 

As  a stop-gnp  to  relievo  the  crcwded  situation,  to  whioh  we  shall 
refer  later,  $15,000  was  voted  on  May  24  for  radical  improvements  at  tho 
School  Street  School* 

On  April  13 , the  Building  Commit toe  suggested  as  a compromise,  a 
$135,000  school  without  either  gymnasium  or  auditorium*  Mr*  Frederick 
Bragdon,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  presented  in  his  annual  report  a series 
of  questions  and  answers,  projecting  a Higfr  School  of  242  in  1930  (there 
actually  were  324  in  the  Six  Year  High  School  that  year),  and  urged  immed- 
iate construction^ 

It  was  not  until  November  28,  1927  that  a new  Building  Committee, 
the  previous  Committee  having  resigned  on  May  24,  1926,  was  appointed  with 
instruct! ona  to  obtain  new  bids  but  on  ‘that  occasion  tho  vote  of  the  town 
was  unanimoi^.s ® On  March  15,  1928  majority  and  minority  reports  were  sub- 
mitted by  the  Committee  - the  former  Recommending  an  appropriation  of 
$175,000  for  c.  school  With  a 600  seat  auditorium  and  the  latter  $165,000 
for  a 500  seat  auditorium*  The  voters  agreed,  300  to  17,  to  accept  the 
first  recommendation  and  so  - two  years  and  three  months  after  action  was 
initiated  - the  Building  Committee  was  able  to  advertise  for  bids*  Work 
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actually  began  on  June  1*  In  1929  $5400  more  was  voted  for  the  improvement 
of  the  grounds  and  &600  for  fire  doors  between  the  <Vilb  r section  and  the 
High  School* 

Moving  day  occurred  on  Friday*  March  22,  1929  when  each  student 
oarried  hie  books  and  personal  belongings  from  the  Pleasant  Street  building 
to  a previously  assigned  looker  in  the  High  School,,  The  first  assembly' 
was  held  on  Monday,  March  25  with  everyone  enjoying  the  olaesio  beauty  of 
the  new  auditorium.  The  building  with  its  fourteen  li(lht«  dean,  airy 
rooms  $ magnificently  equipped  gymnasium;  triple  Science  laboratories; 

Music  room;  Library,  modern  shop;  was  the  showpiece  of  the  area.  awards 
were  bestowed  for  the  harmony  and  beauty  of  design  and  Sharon’s  basket- 
ball team,  with  the  only  modern  gym  facilities  in  the  League,  anticipated 
triumphs. 

And  what  had  been  happening  to  education  meanwhile? 

"Korthing  new  or  sensational”  in  1924  except  that  56„5$  of  the 
teachers  were  new,  A standard  course  of  study  had  beon  adopted  in  the 
elementary  schools  to  insure  that  essentials  were  oovered  without  duplica- 
tion of'  effort.  The  Stentype  Club  had  be  on  organized  in  the  High  School 
to  stimulate  interest  in  the  Commerol&l  Course,  a detention  period  existed 
every  afternoon  for  '’pupils  failing  in  lessons,  attendance,  or  d eportsnent. ' 
a part-time  Home  Hoanomics  teacher  received  $240 ; the  basketball  coach,  $75 
and  the  irusio  supervisor,  $562. 50. 

There  was  an  important  item  in  the  Superintendent  * 8 report  in  1925- 

"For  some  time  there  has  bean  in  existence  an  organization 
known  as  the  Shared  Teachers ' Association.  Thie  Association, 
affiliated  with  the  State  Federation  of  Teachers,  ie  composed 
of  the  entire  teaching  staff  of  Sharon.  Several  meeting*  ire 
held  every  year,  at  least  three  of  which  are  open  meetings,, 
addressed  by  men  and  women  well-known  in  educational  circles,. 
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Parents  ura  invited  to  attend  these  open  meetings,  to  taka  part 
in  the  discussions,  and  to  meat  the  teachers  in  a social  way* 

Tho  final  mooting  of  the  season  last  spring  took  the  form  of  a 
school  exhibition  in  tho  Town  hallo  Rll  schools  had  a part  on 
the  program,  and  all  were  represented  in  the  exhibit*  So 
satisfactory  was  the  response  of  the  parents  to  this  effort  of 
the  schools  that  an  exhibition  of  even  greater  scope  has  been 
planned  for  the  coming  year*” 

The  first  intelligence  teats  had  been  given  and  Sharon  was  doing 
well  on  both  them  and  standardized  tests.  The  Better  English  Club  of 
Grade  VIII  had  established  a newspap  er,  Carry  0no  There  were  several 
reference  books  added  to  the  library.  The  boys  in  Grad©  VII,  supervised 
by  a part-time  instructor  in  Manual  Training  serving  through  the  courtesy 
of  the  Boston  School  Department,  were  making  key -racks,  clothes  sticks,, 
breadboards,  tabourets,  stands,  radio  cabinets,  etc.. 

In  response  to  "the  foolish  statement  often  heard  on  street  corners 
that  Sharon  High  School  cannot  prepare  for  college,"  the  Committee  quoted 
actual  records  and  caustioally  suggested  that  if  parents  would  make  their 
children  "observe  proper  hours  of  study  and  sleep"  marks  might  improve. 

Milk  was  provided  for  underweight  and  undernourished  elementary 
children  and  the  Home  jioonomios  Class  of  the  Charles  it,  Vfilber  Sohool  was 
selling  hot  oocoa  and  soup  during  the  winter  months  to  about  forty-five 
ohildren  daily.  Two  girls  were  appointed  every  two  weeks  to  run.  the  lunoh 
service o 


The  housing  situation  in  the  High  Sohool  required  the  ©quipping  of 
Room  E in  fcne  basement  for  tho  F'reehmen  class  and  the  bur  children  lost 
their  lur<o|t  area.  Faculty  and  students  alike  groaned  whenever  it  v?>\* 
necesaary  to  aka  the  long  climb  from  c<  to  classes  on  the  third  floor.. 
The  Freahaaen,  iso  la  tea  from  the  "big  room",  felt  thorns  elvo::  ostracised* 
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MR*  FREDERICK  BRA.GDOH 

The  format  of  the  annual  report  for  1926  presented  by  Mr.  Bragdoa 
must  have  aroused  oommeat  in  town.  Using  heavy  type,  charts,  quotations* 
open  pages,  ho  asserted  that  the  majority  of  High  School  graduates  were 
not  going  to  college  anyway  and  demanded  more  courses  of  a general  nature* 
He  declared  the  large  study  hall  of  the  High  School  old -fashioned,  the 
sanitary  facilities  isolated  and  inadequate,  the  building  inefficient,  and 
did  all  ho  could  to  spur  on  the  construction  of  a new  school*  H©  commented 
on  the  fact  that  Sharon  ranked  197th  in  the  State  on  expenditures  per  pupil 
but  agreed  that  salaries  were  about  average*  The  following  year,  when  the 
maximum  salury  was  $1400,  Mr*  Bra0don  did  recommend  salary  increment  based 
on* 

1*  Initiative  and  success  in  achievement* 

2®  Personal  ambition  as  shown  by  the  use  of  leisure  time  and 
vacations* 

3«  Contribution  made  by  suggestions,  or  cooperation  in  the 
administration  of  the  schools^ 

4*  Personal  character  and  moral  influence  in  the  community * 

5*  Scholarship  and  participation  in  educational  activities* 

Mr.  Dragdon's  own  salary,  as  Superintendent  and  Principal  combined, 
was  $4000. 

When  the  new  High  School  was  finally  voted,  there  ware  170  children 
in  Grades  IX  through  XII*  The  Commercial  Department  had  been  moved  to 
the  Gillespie  House  and  the  domestic  science  and  manual  training  classes 
were  meeting  in  the  Wilber  School 0 

Mr*  0ragdon  reported  progress  under  the  Seven  Cardinal  Principle* 
of  Education i 

lo  Health  and  Safety  - K dental  olinio  end  an  office  for  the  School 
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Kura®  had  been  provided  in  the  Wilber  Sohoolc 

2,  Worth  Home  Membership  ~ A new  type  of  report  card,  marking 
courtesy,  cooperation  with  teachers,  industry  phonorablenese 
in  play,  was  being  used. 

5,  Mastery  of  the  Tools,  Technics  (sio,  and  Spirit  of  Learning  - 
Small  reading  groups  hod  boon  formed  in  Grades  I and  II  but 
achievement  otherwise  v.'ae  only  average, 

4®  Citizenship  - the  American  Legion  medal  for  scholarship, 
physical  fitness,  and  habits  and  ideals  of  sohool  oitizon- 
ship  was  awarded  ffor  the  first  tine  - to  Morris  Gordon  of 
the  Class  of  1928. 

5,  Vocational  end  Economic  Effectiveness  - No  space  available., 

6,  Wise  Use  of  Leisure  - Sharon’s  greatest  weakness, 

7,  Ethical  Character  - (No  comment.’) 

In  1929  a survey  made  of  the  High  School,  ly  a commit  too  from  the 
Sohool  of  Education  of  Harvard  University  found  Sharon  ohildren  oomparad 
favorable  with  an  average  of  10,000  pupils.  In  accordance  with  their 
suggestion,  the  school  system  was  organized  on  the  proseat  6-6  basis., 

1930  brought  a fire  'which  put  the  High  Street  Sohool  out  of  use  for 
some  time,  necessitating  the  reopening  of  the  old  High  School  for  temporary 
quarters. 

Most  gratifying  results  accompanied  the  requirement  that  every 
seconday  student  taka  a physical  education  course  unless  excused  by  a 
doctor’s  certificate.  Sharon  could  say  truthfully;  "Our  reputation  for 
clean  play  and  good  sportsmanship  in  quite  general."  And  writing  in  competi- 
tion, Mis3  Marion  Morse  won  ‘die  first  Griffith  Prize  for  the  best  eaeay  on 
"The  Spirit  of  Sharon. ” 

An  interesting  experiment  was  tried  in  1931  with  the  abandonment  of 
annual  promotions  in  the  lower  grades.  The  children  were  grouped  and  re- 
grouped aooording  to  their  maturity  and  achievement.  One  wonders  how  the 
experiment  might  have  been  extended  had  not  a change  in  School  Committee 
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personnel  in  the  Spring  of  1932  resulted  in  the  dismissal  of  the  Superintend- 
ents of  Schools  and  eight  teachers* 

MR.  FRANK  R. PAGE 

3y  this  time,  a separate  Principal  had  been  engaged  for  th©  High 
School  and  the  new  Superintendent,  Ur.  Page,  was  able  to  devote  all  hit 
energise  to  his  theories  of  education,  he  believed  in  "Progress’'*  as  dis- 
tinguished from  progrossiveness,  a torn  whiah  he  abhorred.  School  rooms, 
h©  asserted,  must  be  attraative,  colorful,  homelike  with  gay  curtains  and 
plants  Thors  was  to  be  no  "filling-up"  but  "awakening."  Creative  work 
was  encouraged  everywhere*  Class  room  libraries  were  established  for  all 
the  elementary  grades.  Geography  was  taught  by  imaginary  tripe  on  which  the 
children  planned  itineraries,  estimated  costs,  collected  travel  folders. 

Rad  compiled  logbooks  of  their  adventures.  Composition  was  taught  by  the 
"book"  method,  with  each  child  carefully  saving  every  illustrated  theme 
for  a bound  volume,  to  be  carried  pridefully  home  at  the  end  of  the  year* 
"Talks"  ytero  required  in  every  class. 

Class  trips  - to  I Piocoli,  Alice  in  Wonderland,  Romeo  and  Juliet, 
Lexington  and  Concord,  Harvard  University,  all  the  museums  of  Boston  - 
were  enjoyed  by  children  of  every  grade.  Speakers  of  the  caliber  of 
Cameron  Baok,  President  of  the  New  York  Utook  Exchange;  Uncle  Bob  Sherwood, 
the  famous  clown;  John  Lulholland,  Dean  of  tlagicianaj  wore  regular  fea- 
tures of  the  High  School  assembly  program,  although  in  0eneral»  all  school 
activities  were  planned  by  counsels  of  students. 

Two  Book  exhibits  proved  so  suooessful  that  two  Book  l air®  were 
conducted  by  students  of  the  Commercial  Department.  The  "All  Around  Club" 
wjwj  Pounded  for  boys  of  Grades  IV  through  VI  and  for  girls  of  Grades  IV 
through  All.  Lmali  children  proudly  sported  "polite"  ribbons  and  "posture" 
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badges.  The  magazine  The  Voice  ms  reactivated®  Commendation  slips  were 
issued*  The  Economics  class  wrote  a pamphlet.  Selling;  Sh&r on,  but  looked 
in  vain  for  a sponsor  to  publish  it*  Parents  were  urged  to  visit  schools 
and  Grade  Mothers’  Associations  came  into  being®  The  P*  T.  A.  once  again 
proved  a vigorous  body,  debating  the  relative  merits  of  our6ive  or  manu- 
script. writing. 

There  were  traditional  accomplishments  too*  A "tutoring”  olass 
was  established  under  law,  sinoe  Sharon  had  more  than  ten  retarded  child- 
ren. The  reading  tests  showed  Sharon  above  average®  A revised  spelling 
list  based  upon  words  in  aotual  use,  was  adopted.  Writing  greatly  im- 
proved® Sharon  High  School  was  one  of  d from  the  state,  200  in  the 
country,  selected  to  participate  in  "a  Cooperative  Study  of  Secondary 
Schools  Standards,"  a study  finanoed  by  one  of  the  big  educational  founda- 
tions for  evolving  standards  for  the  improvement  and  stimulation  of  the 
High  Schools  of  the  United  Stat.es® 

The  teachers  now  deserve  a paragraph  of  comment,  because  oi  tie 
Great  Depression  in  1932,  the  teachers  had  willingly  taken  a pay  out  of 
lOjL  The  School  Committee  had  out  appropriations  for  two  years  in  k rov. , 
salaries  dropojng  from  -$48,584  to  £41,820  in  1932.  The  Teachera  A*w 
tion,  noting  the  fact  that  most  of  the  towns  in  tin©  state  had  re-  urx 
normal  salaries,  requested  the  restoration  of  the  out,  Hcw*y<r<  r,  all  c 
buildings  in  town,  ao  desperately  needed  repairs  be-stt  tse  of  nog  *.:t  hv 
the  teacnars  agreed  to  wait  for  a while  longer* 

Mr*  Page  followed  implicitly  in  his  phiios<  uhy  th •.*  • ■•■v,..  - ru.' 

Principles  of  Secondary1  iSduoation  us  previously  outlined*  ,-.he 

coarsen  established  in  connection  • ith  these  requirsir-Cf.-atu  .^ere  h- le~  ,>  •* 
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Hone  Nursing*  Hor.e  Me-ohanicG,  Choral  Singing,  Liusio  Appreciation,  Applied 
Art,  Safe  Auto  Driving  (out  of  school),  and  Sociology.  He  Eummariied  his 
beliefs  s 

I®  "We  can  undertake  to  make  them  want  to  work, " 

2c  We  can  learn  by  doing  - "purposeful  activity*" 

3*  Teach  the  pupils  to  Think  and  Plan,  and  carry  out  the  plane 

4o  Broalc  down  the  isolating  walls  that  separate  school  from  lifec 

50  Constantly  work  to  oheok  superficiality,  "half-learning*" 

60  Inouloate  Responsibility,  Promptness,  Good  Sportsmanship, 
Paintstaking,  Courtesy.  Good  Posture,  Good  Enunciation, 

7®  The  school  needs  the  cooperation  of  parents, 

tie  School  rooms  should  be  attractive,  pleasant  and  interesting* 

9*  The  school  should  be  of  service  to  the  community* 

The  whole-hearted  support  of  his  program  is  evinced  by  the  fact 
that  in  a two-year  period,  21  of  the  31  teachers  were  taking  ooureesc 

Unexpected  expense  for  the  town  was  cuused  in  1937  v;han  oxaiim  hi. ^ \ 
showed  that  the  ceilings  of  the  new  auditorium,  six  classrooms,  both  corr- 
idors, and  the  girls*  room,  wore  in  dangerous  condition*  Bed  leaks  ap- 
peared in  the  roof  and  a new  parapet  wall  was  required  boos  .60  of  ft,.’!: 
construction*  Since  the  contractor  had  died  and  tie  firm  hi  gone  c it  of 
existence,  the  town  had  no  recourse  but  to  make  the  necesaary  apf-opr; 

Mr*  Page's  6 udden  death  on  September  2,  1939  brought  grief  to  the 
many,  many  children  who  were  in  the  habit  of  visltir  , him  in  his  of 
to  so  many  of  whom  he  had  opened  the  enchanting,  world  of  books.  In  aocor 
e.noe  with  his  wishes,  a large  part  of  his  perao.vr.l  librar>  e el  . • 

the  High  School,  where  the  Frank  Russell  Pag©  Memorial  Library  ooi. id  new 
display  some  ltJOQ  books  e He  was  succeeded  s buperintenaent  V.y  I r* 
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Frederick  G.  Ward,  Principal  of  the  High  Sohoolo 

In  1940,  A.  Russell  J.'aok,  Supervisor  of  Secondary  Education  of  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Education  was  "elated  at  the  forward  look  and 
general  progress  of  the  schools^" 

The  praotioe  oontinued  of  making  a survey  of  one  major  subject  field 
each  year,  reading  in  the  elementary  grades  in  1939  and  the  whole  social 
studies  program  in  1940,  In  accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  the  Harvard 
Survey,  a counsel  of  three  High  School  teuohers  was  appointed  to  do  per® 
sonul  guidance,  holding  a private  conference  with  each  individual,  a be- 
ginning was  made  of  placement  with  some  suocosa. 

Newspaper  attention  was  focused  upon  Sharon  when  in  accordance  -iV 
plana  made  by  Mr,  Page,  seven  Sharon  boys  and  girls  exchanged  o lasses  and 
homes  with  seven  students  of  the  Koelyn,  New  York  High  Sohool  for  t period 
of  two  weeks o 

The  High  School  cafeteria,  . hioh  had  been  operated  originally 
outside  manager  on  a non-profit  basis,  was  brought  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Domes tio  Science  teacher.  Grants  made  by  the  rational  Youth  r-  ' n ■ 
i strati  on  made  it  possible  to  use  seven  students  « assistants,  fie 
aohools  and  town  benefited  from  the  . forks  Progress  Admi'nietrr  Lien  Jr  :,iil 
when  the  present  tennis  courts  were  jonstr  &*»d.  parti)  with 
by  the  Sharon  Parent-Teacher  asso-  l&tion. 

MR.  ROGER  H.  POOLS 

Change#  in  administration  occurred  in  1942  v. • >or.  Lr*  Poole  boo ar.y» 
Superintendent  and  . r.  Harold  A.  Clark  became  Principal  of  the 

■ r,  Poole  owsue  With  « thro  •»  fold  program* 


lo  To  utilise  all  facilities  to  serve  the  /ar  effort 


2e  To  train  the  children  to  win  and  to  keep  the  ultimate  pe&oe* 

So  To  maintain  efficiency  in  spite  of  rising  coats  and  war  difficult! 
The  teachers  performed  valiant  service  during  World  War  lie  A large 
number , both  men  and  women,  served  in  the  armed  forces.  All  the  teachers 
cheerfully  helped  v&th  draft  registrations  and  registrations  for  the  ration- 
ing of  augur,  gasoline,  fuel  oil,  canned  foods,  and  later,  shoes,  The  child- 
ren's salvage  unit  roaohed  200/i  of  its  quota  and  became  the  second  largest 
unit  in  the  state.  They  bought,  in  one  year,  £.2970  worth  of  war  stamps  a»u 
bonds.  They  oolleoted  old  aluminum  pans,  scrap  metal , toothpaste  tubes, 
great  balls  of  tinfoil,  and  enormous  bugs  of  milkweed  floas  which  hung  dry- 
ing on  the  tennis  court*  They  participated  with  the  teachers  in  Civil 
Usfenae  units  and  in  the  Red  Cro*a„ 

In  addition  to  a Pre-Flight  aeronautics  course  in  Science,  specie  lied 
pre-induction  courses  wore  offered  in  Basic  Math,  the  Fundamentals  of  Sho;  - 
work,  electricity,  Machines,  Auto-Mechanics,  and  Radio.  Basic  ilitary 
Drill  was  taught  by  the  kmerioan  Legioru  Girls  took  ooursos  in  First  f id 
a»d  Home  Nursing,  Boys  became  members  of  the  ftate  Guard  unit,  facia', 
life  wee  not  completely  forgotten.  - six  organisations  coo-; sura  -veo  with 
schools  in  a Teea-«vge  ’Winter  Activity  ro  gram ‘which  ..v  • a whol»-*  so®» 

recreation  for  every  Friday  evening  -Tin,  January,  ; nr . «.ry  • . , 

Several  innovations  were  introduced.  The  Visua:.  .ids  progrt  « 
originated,  now  fire  irill  system,  based  on  a corps  c >■?  $ 
of  actual  dsnger,  wa*  inaugurated.  Tht  I.we  T ta  were  :•  ve t.  \i  iru 
thn  -o  The  Rinehart  System  of  Functional  Iia.ndw.ri  " ms  adopted, 

■ r. .lot*-.  Problem  of  ; fcu  lies  o./oklet  f ;.v  ..•>  in  it,-  t-pria  to  •.  vh  1.1 
i»  Grades  d through  11  • Uid-y  ai*  o;  • Tinatiupc  in  . - ^ bi  . fc-chooi,  .m 


recommendation  of  tho  Harvard  Survoy,  were  abandoned,.  Still  another  report 
oard  was  adopted.  Sharon  High  School  beoame  a member  of  the  National  Honor 
Society. 

Mr*  Poole  urged  the  formation  of  a professional  library  for  the 
faculty  and  a Workshop  for  the  evaluation  of  tho  entire  system*  He  believed 
that  the  teachers  should  have  a greater  share  in  the  formation  of  school 
policies  and  in  the  plans  for  alterations  and  improvements*  He  proposed 
a Five  Year  Plan  of  definite  and  speoifio  activities,  among  them  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Junior  and  Senior  Hi^x  School  for  increasing  student  partici- 
pation in  the  government  of  the  school.  Bdu<  ation  for  all  American  Youth 
was  the  subject  of  faculty  study. 

Upon  parental  request,  the  entering  age  of  school  was  lowered  to 
5 years  and  6 months  on  September  1 for  those  children  who  were  passed 
after  observation  and  examination  by  the  state  travelling  school  psychiatric 
clinic o Clinical  assistance  from  the  State  Department  of  Mental  Health 
wa^  used  increasingly  in  guidance, 

A Federal  subsidy  made  it  possible  for  the  cafeteria  to  offer  the 
ohildren  a balanced  lunch  for  15^„ 

Mr*  roole  found  it  necessary  to  explain  to  the  to  n why  bool  tele- 
phones were  not.  listed t 'Galling  two  teachers  from  two  classes  for  five 
minutoa  1 oae#  £50  minutes  of  teaching  time  for  each  unnecessary  ’all.''  It, 
might  be  well  to  call  this  statement  once  more  to  tho  at  ention  o/  ihail.  u 

parents. 

In  1945,  the  Kindergarten,  after  a lapse  of  many,  many  yours  and 
heated  d is  o us  si  on  s in  tho  town,  was  re-established  with  an  appropria  tioa 

of  -2  0 ;hou  h it  x is  not  opened  until  September,  1947.  Later  that 
year,  ,1200  ■vaa  ive.i  for  the  ttduea tio  o:  physical!  hendict 
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non-resident  children  at  the  Sharon  Sanitorium, 

Ur  c Poole, alarmed  by  the  fact  that  20  of  34  teachers  a ad  4 of  7 
clerk  a and  janitors  in  September,  1945  were  new  to  the  system,  urged  the 
adoption  of  periodic  salary  increases.  New  teachers,  he  warned,  might  be 
inadequate  and  short  of  quality.  To  strengthen  the  morale  of  his  staff, 
he  rooommended  the  adoption  of  a united  philosophy  of  education.  This  is 
the  statement  adopted  fr  the  Teaohers  of  Sharon  and  the  Sharon  S chool  Commit 
tees 


”It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Sharon  schools  to  help 
boys  and  girls  grow  and  develop  to  the  fullest  extent  of  their 
individual  possibilities  into  citizens  who  are  ablo  and  eager 
to  fulfill  their  democratic  responsibilit ioa  and  who,  within 
themselves,  hold  the  skills,  attitudes,  and  idealB,  requisite 
for  living  a satisfying  and  worthwhile  life»  we  would  aaconp- 
lish  this  by  creating  opportunities  \7here  children  may  learn  fc; 
participating  in  demooratio  experiences  at  their  own  level# 
of  development,” 

Consternation  was  caused  in  1945  when  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Safety  refused  to  issue  a building  certificate  to  the  High  Street  School 
unless  there  were  now  toilets,  a separute  boiler  room,  improved  heatin 
and  ventilating,  a teachers’  room,  and  safe  olectrio  fixtures*  The  bo  mi 
tee  rooommended  a now  building  but  the  town  appropr iateo,  vl6,f00  for  t & 
renovations  and  three  olaBaos  wore  assigned  rooma  in  the  dilbor  bene  I, 
the  fourth  in  the  basement  of  the  Pleasant  Street  School,  until  the  oo  - 
let ion  of  the  work. 


MR*  JOIiN  a.  C1JA.FFEE 


Ur*  Chaffee  came  to  Sharon  to  fine  teachers  di*  se  t.  ..  'iec  with  bo  z 
salaries  and  housing,  but  cooperating  wholeheartedly  in  sohool  polities, 
•h  e former  ;rievano»  was  corrected  oy  a to-.pora- ry  inorei  so  of  §400  r 
months  nJ!  iovomber  ana  December,  which  later  became  per;t,*neat. 


. 


Mr*  Ch&ffea'a  we-tohivord  waej  "Good  education  1e  good  business," 

He  taught  the  town  to  consider  education  as  an  investment*  H1b  philosophy 
was  based  upon  Imperative  Heeds  of  Youths  the  1944  yearbook  of  the  Educa- 
tional Polioy  Commission  of  the  National  Education  Association* 

In  1948  he  made  projected  estimates  of  the  growth  of  the  school 
population,  based  upon  school  membership  on  January  1,  1949  of  830c  There 
were  then  fourteen  elementary  olaesrooms,  with  more  than  30  children  in 
nine  of  them. 


1949 

Estimate 

869 

actuality 

893 

1950 

II 

902 

It 

980 

1951 

m 

980 

n 

1114 

1952 

n 

1044 

it 

1304 

After  lengthy  and  again  heated  debate  about  soil  and  drainage*  the 
town  voted  in  Kerch,  1948*  to  purchase  a site  on  Cottage  Street,  other 
suggested  sites  having  been  rejected.  A Committee  wus  appointed  to  mak*? 
preliminary  plans  for  a new  Elementary  Sohools  In  1949  a Building  Committee 
was  appointed  with  » grant  of  $30,000  for  preliminary  specifications,  con- 
sultants » etCc,  for  the  Cottage  Street  School,  In  1950  at  the  Liaroh  meeting 
$425,000  was  appropriated  for  the  building  and  in  November,  $35,000  for 
equipment  and  furnishing,  Beoause  the  town  still  continued  to  grow  at  an 
unprecedented  rate,  on  March,  1953  it  was  neoeseary  to  vote  $247,000  for 
the  construction  of  an  addition  to  this  Cottage  Street  School.  The  Cottage 
Street  site,  originally  recommended  in  1946,  cost  $6,000*  Equipment  and 
fur«i»hin0  cost  $50,000  nu>re0 

Mr,  Chaffee  reported  in  1949  that  buildings  d<  signed  for  750  ohi  dr-/ 
«er  teing  used  by  900  with  no  limit  co  potential  . rowth*  He  found  all 
\;ea  d e a,  ic.'-evor,  responsive  and  cooperative,  with  ex-' el  lent  morale.  '« 
>raiseri  the  achievement  in  the  creative  t.  ts,  music,  audio-v?  sual  alas. 
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scienoe,  tuicl  social  science.  Ho  was  pleased  by  the  f&ot  that  the  Student 

Council  had  boon  re-vitali zed  in  the  High  Schoolo 


MR.  HERMAN  H.  RICHARDSON 


The  neoesai-oy  for  more  and  more  schools  will  always  be  associated 
by  the  townspeople  with  Mr„  Riohardson,  who  beoomo  Superintendent  in  1950o 
Warned  by  the  faot  thut  th6  Cottage  School  had  been  opened  twc  veers  too 
late,  he  began  hie  ov/n  projections  of  school  populations  as  follows i 


Estimate 

1951 

1114 

Actuality 

1114 

« 

1952 

1209 

n 

1304 

n 

1953 

1310 

« 

1479 

?» 

1964 

1394 

ii 

1706 

tt 

1955 

1483 

» 

1908 

n 

1956 

1559 

t» 

2119 

n 

1957 

1637 

f* 

? 

t» 

1958 

1688 

n 

? 

At  Torn  Meeting  in  1952  a School  building  Expansion  Committee 
of  ten  was  created,  consisting  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  five 
elected  member e,  and  one  representative  each  frcri  the  Selectmen,  the 
'Warrant  Committee,  the  School  Committee,  and  the  Planning  Board.  The  life 
of  this  Committee  continues  to  be  extended. 

An  attempt  to  purchase  the  White  Wing  farm  site  of  South  Main 
Street  for  a Heights  elementary  school  being  defeated,  it  was  not  until 
June  2 9,  1953  that  the  site  of  the  existing  Heights  School  was  purchased 
with  a preliminary  appropriation  of  (30,000.  $680,000  was  allocated  in 

19S4  for  the  construction  of  the  school. 

At  the  same  Town  Meeting,  it  was  votod  to  buy  a site  of:;  A met 
Court  and  Pond  Street  j?or  tie  construction  of  a new  High  School.  The 
Building  Committee  recommended  in  1955,  an  expenditure  of  $2,000,000  but 
left  to  the  voters  the  decision  as  to  the  sie©  of  the  auditorium.  The 


♦ i-«ai 


i - • v j 3 ; '■  i v , , i 
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meetijag  votod  in  favor  of  an  aiiditorium  seating  1200  at  an  added  ooet  of 

$150*000,  Because  the  legality  of  this  motion  was  questioned,  at  a 
special  town  meeting  in  July,  tho  vote  was  taken  properly  but  no  further 
action  could  bo  taken  beouuse  all  the  bide  submitted  were  higher  than  Ihe 
sura  appropriated  by  the  toxvn.  After  months  of  frenzied  checking  of  esti- 
mates and  epeoif icutions,  the  Building  Committee  was  able  to  submit  to 
the  March  meeting  in  1956,  a firm  figure  of  $2,1009000  whioh  was  voted 
unanimous ly » Drainage  and  preliminary  work  on  the  site  begun  during  the 
early  summer  and  the  building  is  soheduled  for  oocupation  iA  September, 
1957  e 

but  other  building  problems  remained.  Also  in  March,  1956*  the 
town  voted  to  purchase  the  so-oalled  Monk  property  off  hast  Street  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  another  elementary  schools  In  ’ arch,  195 1 , 
the  town  appropriated  $845,000  for  the  construction  of  the  Sharon  East 
Elementary  School,  plus  $3,250  for  © road  and  $2,480.  Will  this  be  the 
final  structure  in  our  buildin;  program?  Who  can  tell-' 

The  constant  search  for  available  rooms  and  the  headache  s 
associated  with  double  sessions  have  not  been  Hr*  Richardson ; » only  pre- 
occupations. He  xhaa  initiated  the  orkshops  for  elementary  teachers 
wmioh  precede  the  opening  of  sohool  in  September.  He  has  continued  the 
administration  of  Iowa,  Tests  in  Grades  3 through  9 aad,  with  the  tochers, 
con  nuke  great  pride  in  the  superior  achieverneat  of  our  children.  The 
teuohers  ufe  deeply  gra  ;eful  for  his  sincere  and  continuing  inter©;  i& 

the  revision  of  the  salary  schedule*  do  believe  it  due  to  hia  u»tiri» 

C. 

effort  that  w©  too  oa*  say : 

"We  have  in  Sharon  a better  school  system  than  we 
had  2a  at  year  or  five  years  ©go..... .The  credit  for  it  goes 

to  the  olblzene  of  Sharon-  ......the  Sohool  Consnitte. . . « « a D 


. 
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to  the  teachers «*»«•*.  to  tho  pupils? *«.nd  to  our 

Superintendent  to  whom  we  express  our  gratitude  for 
hie  uxidoretanding,  his  support,  and  hie  inspiration. 


Iha  Sharon  Public  Schools: 


1757  5 schools 


5 teachers 


5 rooms  Appropriation  A20 


1957  8 schools  in 

cice  or  under 
construction 


90  teachers  116  room®  Appropriation  ^600^,000 

and  staff 

members 


What  will  the  report  be  in  2057? 


— 


SUPPLEMENT  I 


COURSE  OF  STUDY  1900 
FIRST  GRADE 


READING  -•  Teach  by  the  sentence  and  word  method  beginning  with  eoript 
letters  on  the  blackboard,  followed  by  primer  and  first  half 
of  first  readers.  Ubo  phonic  analysis  (Ward’s  Rational  Llethod 
in  Heading),  Insist  upon  natural  expression  and  be  sure  that 
the  child  has  the  thought  fcoforo  he  attempts  expression. 
Question,  the  ohild  to  bring  out  the  smphaBie  . Ksop  a list  of 
the  words  learned  and  constantly  review  thorn.  Teach  all  now 
words  before  attempting  to  read.  Let  most  of  the  reading  b» 
at  sight.  Have  the  pupil  toll  in  his  own  language  the  story 
he  has  read. 

SPELLING  » Begin  by  copying  wordc  from  the  reading  lesson.  Spell  orally 
the  simplest  words. 

LANGUAGE  - In  connection  with  all  exeroiaos  one our age  fee  pupils  to 

acquire  freedom  and  correctness  in  original  expressions.  Writ© 
short  sentences  using  for  example  teacher’s  name,  child’s  name, 
name  of  the  town.  Tea oh  the  uss  of  the  period,  question  mark, 
surprise  mark,  capital  I.  Nature  studies  are  valuable  for 
language  work  also  plot-urea* 

ARITHMETIC  » (l)  Numbers  wit?a  objeots  from  1~10  in  all  combinations. 

It  is  well  to  teach  at  first  two  combinations,  addition  and 
subtraction  to  five  and  then  review  from  the  beginning,  (2) 
Teach  expressions  of  the  above  numbers  by  figures,  Roman 
numbers Is  and  words.  (3)  Teach  fractions  l/2,  l/5,  l/4. 

(4)  Applied  numbers.  One-cent  piece,  nickel,  dim©,  pint, 
quart,  inch  foot,  yard.  Give  many  mental  problems  for  drill 
work  after  the  number  lms  been  thoroughly  taught  from  the 
object. 

..KITING  - Teach  the  letters  in  the  following  order:  (l)  i uwnnxvy 
(2)  o a © r sj  (3)  t p d q (4)  1 b h kj  (5)  j z y g f.  Copy 
words  and  sentences  on  practice  paper  taking  special  car© 
that  the  spaces  are  filled. 

DRAWING  « Teach  the  state  course  as  outlined  by  the  teacher  of  drawing. 

MUSIC  « Touch  in  grades  the  course  outlined  by  the  Supervisor  of  liusio 
paying  special  attention  to  voice  building  and  sight  reading. 

OBSERVATION  LESSONS  « (1)  Common  plants,  trees  and  shrubs;  name  and 
plaoo  of  growth | parts:  flower,  leaf,  root,  stem,  fruit. 

Simple  and  striking  qualities  and  uses.  Observation  of 
germinating  seeds.  (2)  Animals:  Common  animals,  birds  and 
insects,  names,  obvious  features,  qualities  and  usee.  (3) 

Human  Body:  The  whole  body,  noticeable  parts,  care,  health, 
cleanliness,  comforts,  movements,  temperance  and  morals.  At 
least  one  recitation  period  per  week.  (4)  Minerals:  Common 
minerals,  prominent  qualities  and  uses.  (5)  Natural  Phenomena: 


Simple  lessons  on  min,  mind,  rain.,  snow  ice.  (6)  *\iinaellanoouB 
Works  Names  of  common  -things*  actions  and  qualities,  relative 
position,  primary  colors,  information  about  common  things, 
points  of  tho  oompa.ee,  mae  of  terra  and  state,  right  band,  left 
hand. 


SECOND  G0RA.DE 


READING  - Teach  last  half  of  first  readers,  second  readers.  See  that  all 
now  words  are  first  taught  at  the  blaol.board,  use  phonio  drill. 
Lot  no  pupil  read  a sentence  until  the  thought  is  grasped  so  he 
can  read  without  hesitation.  Be  euro  that  each  child  is  giving 
proper  inflection.  Require  correct  pronunciation. 

SPELLING  ~ Copying  words  and  sentence.  Develop  power  to  oopy  accurately. 
Oral  spelling  of  common  words « 

LANGUAGE  - First  year's  work  continued.  Several  statements  about  one  sub- 
ject to  bo  united  by  proper  connectives.  Days  of  the  week, 
months,  seasons,  yearj  abbreviations  for  the  same.  Possessive 
singular,  use  of  tho  apostrophe.  Reproduce  short  stories  read  or 
told  by  the  teacher.  Teach  the  correct  use  of  words  pronounced 
uli!r»e  but  spelled  differently, 

ARITHMETIC  - Numbers  from  10-20  or  iaore  in  all  combinations.  Tables  as  far 
as  6x6.  Uao  signs  of  addition,  subtraction,  multiplication 
and  division*  Count  and  write  to  100,  Roman  notation  to  XX o 
Fractions  l/2,  i/3,  X/4,  l/5,  l/6,  1/7,  l/8,  l/o,  l/l0o  U,  So 
money.  Pint,  quart,  gallon,  inch,  foot, yard 0 

WRITING  » Correct  position  of  holding  -idle  pen.  Finger  movements,  Dun- 

toniaa  System* 

MUSIC  AND  DRAWING  - as  before, 

OBSERVATION  LESSONS  - (1)  As  before.  Add  resemblances  and  differences 

noted.  (2)  - (5)  As  before.  (6)  tils  cel  laneous  Work:  Parts  of 
objects,  usee,  qualit5.es  - tough,  brittle,  elastic,  fragrant, 
opaque,  tranep&2*ent,  porous,  fluid,  solid,  etc.  Colors  « 
orange,  green  purple,  gray  and  tints  of  these* 


THIRD  GRADE 


READING  - Second  Readers  and  supplementary  stories,  Reading  at  Bight, 

Learn  and  recite  appropriate  selections  of  poetry.  Observe  and 
explain  the  use  of  all  marks,  abbreviations  and  contractions 
used  in  she  reading  lessons.  Cultivate  distinct  tones  and  con- 
versational expressions. 
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SPELLING  *»  Oral  and  written  spellings  drill  on  common  words,  Bevic? 
difficult  ords  of ten  mi  spelled* 

IANGUAGE  ~ Reproduction  of  stories  read  memory  exercises * Dictate  sen- 
tences, ar  especially  s ;ch  as  bring  ia  exclamation  point, 
apostrophe  ia  contractio  n*  and  poeaeasives,  dash  at  e -xd  of  li  xe, 
the  us©  ol  tire  oanras.  • C >py  paragraphs  from  the  readiig  ter  son. 

Vary  the  e zeroises  from  day  to  day*  Write  letters,  noticing 
carefully  margin  and  par  > graph*  Correct  use  of  words  pronounced 
alike  aiid  spelled  differently 

ARITHMETIC  - Fundamental  processes  to  1000*  All  the  tables.  C ait  signs 
of  addition,  subtraction,  multiplication,  division,  a ad  tr  zange 
figures  ir  columns.  Rapid  addition,  allowing  no  cour  bin*  Simple 
fractions*  Mental  aritn;aotio,  U„  S*  aoney  in  marine  change. 

Always  male  change  by  adding.  Ovmoo,  pound,  peek,  be  she].,  second, 
minute,  ht.hr*  Roman  numerals  to  C, 

GEOGRAPHY  - Begin  with  the  schoolroom  - teach  direction,  points  of  lie  com- 
paus e>  dire  tion  of  places  and  building  from  the  schoc  Ihouee  Draw 
plsin.2  of  ceeke,  floor  of  school-room,  cchcol-yard  to  scale,  dome 
geography  - size  of  town,  shape,  boundaries,  weather,  occupations, 
location,  surface,  soil,  draisonge,  productions , occupations , 
animals  , « inhabitants,  streets*  railroad,  villages,  public 
building,  .ilia*  ponds,  streams  of  water p indue  tries*  Give 
familiar  \ Ike  and  readings  to  interest  the  ohiidren  in  the  plants, 
animals,  minerals  and  peoples  of  different  countries  and  climates. 
Collect  pi  turee  to  illustrate  natural  features.  Use  molding 
board  for  oraa  of  land  and  water*  Use  the  glove*  Iioourage  the 
children  v)  visit  interesting  localities  and  describe  the  places 
visited, 

WRITING  - Daily  dri: . in  the  formation  of  small  uad  capital  letters*  Have 
a good  copy  always  on  th > board.  Use  practice  paperc 

MUSIC  AND  DRAWING  - See  Grade  I* 

OBSERVATION  LESSC&S  ~ (1)  Plants:  Common  plants,  trees  and  shrubs . name  and 
piece  of  growth.  Parts  and  shape  of  lt?af  and  flower,  bli.de,  veins, 
margin,  stipules,  petals,  sepals,  stamens » pistol,  oelyx..  corolla* 
Simple  ooBT.parison  of  par  ;s  of  different  plants*  Simple  uses  of 
plants*  C oaervation  of  jerminuting  seeds  and  of  dev€  lopmer.t  of 
parts  of  plants*  (2)  Animals  t Study  of  dome,  tic  animals  and 
animals  n&  l-.ive  to  the  town*  Names,  conparison,  parti  ant',  c omparisc 
of  ports,  use  of  parts,  labits  and  uses  of  different  animals, 
reiiemblanc.es  and  idff ereices  in  habits  and  uaea.  (3)  Hun&z  Bodyg 
food,  drirk,  work,  rest,  .recreation*  Protection  against  sickness* 
Funotions  and  care  of  parts,,  Temperance  and  morals  « one  i ©cita- 
tion peril  d per  week.  (i)  Minerals;  Varieties  of  sell,  si.cnos, 
minerals  t ound  in  town,  qualities  and  uses  of  th«nu  (5)  Natural 
Phenomena;  Review  of  second  year's  work*  Simple  lee  sons  on  the 
early  phyeioal  history  of  the  earth  with  specie  . referenoe  to  the 
formation  of  oontinents  and  oo'^ai. 
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FOURTH  GRADE 


READING  - Third  Readers  and  supplementary  reading,  Vooal  drill*  Pay 
particular  attention  to  silent  rreading,  Require  oral  and 
written  productions*  Cultivate  a taste  for  wholesome  reading* 

LANGUAGE  ~ Reproduce  orally  and  in  writing  observation  lessons,  picture 
lessons,  stories  read  and  told  by  the  pupils.  Letter  writing* 
Correct  use  of  difficult  words  like  sit-set,  lie-lay,  lain-laid, 
lying-laying,  sitting-setting*  Correct  use  of  words  spelled 
differently  but  pronounced  alike* 

ARITHMETIC  - Fundamental  processes  to  a million.  Simple  common  Jlaotiona 
and  decimals  to  two  places.  Principal  weights  and  measures* 

Lenta  1 arithmetic.  Roman  numerals  to  LI. 

GEOGRAPHY  - Geography  of  Sharon,  Norfolk  County,  Massachusetts,  North 
American  to  South  anerica,  Nap  drawint>.  Read  Geographical 
stories.  Use  the  molding  board© 

WRITING  - Use  praotioe  paper©  Daily  drill  in  copying  sentences  from  the 
blackboard. 

MUSIC  AND  DRAWING  - An  before* 

OBSERVATION  LESSONS  - (1)  Plants:  Systematic  lessons  on  parts  of  piants 

and  history  of  plant  life0  (2)  Animals*  Group  animals  according 
to  resemblance  - g:."as  3 -eating,  flesh-eating,  gnawing,  hoofed, 
swimming  animals,  etc.  Differences  in  character,  habits,  eto. 
of  animals  of  different  zones  and  continents.  Changes  in  animals: 
Special  study  of  tadpole  and  frog*  (3)  Human  Body:  Review  of 
care  and  usee  of  parts  of  body*  Correot  habits F Proper  food, 
drink,  play,  work,  rest,  clothing,  cleanliness,  pure  air*  Proper 
sanitary  conditions.  Object  and  value  of  physical  training© 

Effect  of  education  on  the  mind.  Emergency  lesson,  fainting;, 
stopping  flow  of  blood,  cleansing  and  binding  wounds.  Temperance 
and  morale  «»  one  recitation  period  per  week©  (4)  Minerals: 

Study  of  most  important  minerals,  principal  qualities,  uses  and 
in  what  parts  of  the  world  most  abundantly  found*  Special  study 
of  the  most  important  minerals  of  the  U.  S.  and  N©  S©  - qualities, 
usee,  locations©  (5)  Natural  Phenomena:  The  sun  and  its  effect 
upon  the  earth.  The  Moon  and  its  ohanges©  - Changes  in  form  of 
water.  Effects  of  heut,  cold,  wind,  moisture*, 


FIFTH  GRADE 


REkDING  - Fourth  Readers,  etc©  Swiss  Family  Robinson© 

LANGUAGE  « Memory  exercises©  Letter  writing.  Reproduce  stories  read  silently 
by  the  pupils  or  read  to  thorn  by  the  teacher©  Describe  pictures© 


— 
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Dicta  to  sentences  for  punctuation,  for  capitals,  for  v;ords  spelled 
alike  arid  pronounced  differently.  For  words  spelled  differently 
and  pronounced  alike. 

ARITHMETIC  - Fundamental  proceesoe  review  and  completed.  Simple  comr.on 
fractious.  Mental  arithmetic.  Make  out  bills  for  labor,  coal, 
wood,  stationery,  books,  eto.  Elementary  arithmetic. 

GEOGRAPHY  - Elementary  geography,  Soxxth  America  finish  book  and  review*  Pay 
particular  attention  to  location  of  places.  Watch  carefully  for 
changes  in  geographical  facts.  Use  topioe  such  as  position, 
boundaries,  size,  climate  mountains,  rivers,  lakes,  peninsulas, 
capes,  seas,  gulfa,  bays,  productions,  inhabitants,  manners, 
customs,  occupations,  chief  towns  and  oities,  noted  localities, 
historical  facts.  Map  drawing. 

WRITING  - Book  No.  4.-,  large* 

MUSIC  AND  DRAWING  - See  Grade  I. 

OBSERVATION  LESSONS  - See  Grade  IV. 


SIXTH  GRADE 


READING  « Amerioan  History  Stories,  Hawthorne’s  Tanglowood  Tales,  Carpenter's 
South  America,  eto. 

SPELLING  ~ Graves’  Speller,  oontinue  from  Grade  V. 

LANGUAGE  - Memory  Exercises,  reproduction,  dictation  and  description  as  in 

previous  grades.  Watch  carefully  the  spelling  in  language  lessons 
and  use  misspelled  v/ords  in  spelling  lessons* 

ARITHMETIC  - Fr&oticns  and  denominate  numbers*  Be  thorough* 

GEOGRAPHY  - Advanced  geography  to  minor  countries  of  North  America.  Teach 
by  topioe  end  draw  maps. 

HISTORY  ~ Reading  and  talks  on  American  history,  the  object  being  to  interest 
the  pupils  and  givo  a taste  for  further  study. 

WRITING 

.UUSIC  AND  DRAWING 

OBSERVATION  LESSONS  - (1)  Plante?  systematic  lesson*  on  differences  in 
parts  and  habits  of  plants  and  on  use  of  plants.  (2)  Animals? 
Special  study  of  olaases  of  birds  - land,  water  and  air  birds* 
Changes  in  animals,  special  study  of  caterpillar,  butterfly  and 
noth.  Special  study  of  animals  na  tive  to  North  America,  South. 
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America  >•  and  Europe;  character  and  uses,  (3)  Human  Body*  System- 
atic sSsudy  of  parts  of  human  body  and  care  of  each*  Bones,  muscles, 
akin,  organs  of  digestion  and  assimilation,  circulation,  respiration, 
nervous  system,  senses*  Temperance  and  morals,  one  reoitation 
period  per  v/aek*  (4)  Special  study  of  the  minerals  of  the  U.  So, 
British  America,  Mexico,  South  America,  Europe  - qualities,  uses, 
apocial  locution,  abundance,  manner  of  obtainingo  (5)  Natural 
Phenomena*  How  the  earth  was  formed,  soil,  mountains,  oceans* 
islands,  volcanoes,  earthquakes,  glaoior,  ice-bergs*.  Work  of  the 
sun,  rainbows. 


SEVENTH  G3.Ui.DE 


READING  - Keep  ever  in  mind  that  pupils  in  this  grade  are  "Reading  to  Learn.-" 
Enoch  Arden,  Carpenter’s  North  America,  eto* 

SPELLING  - Finish  and  review  Speller, 

LANGUAGE  "■  Continue  previous  suggestions.  Writ©  abstracts  of  lessons  in  geo- 
graphy and  historye  Choice  abstracts  to  be  learned  and  reoitedo 

ARITHMETIC  - Advanced  arithmetic  from  the  beginning  in  percentage*  Mental 
arithmetic » 

GEOGRAPHY  - Advanced*  Llincr  countries  of  North  America,  South  America  and 
Europe,  Map  drawing, 

HISTORY  - Advanced  to  1789, 

WRITING  - 

MUSIC  AND  DRAWING 


OBSERVATION  LESSONS  - See  Grads  VI* 


EIGHTH  GRADE 


READING  - Evangeline,  Snowbound,  llamion.  Courtship  of  Miles  Standieih, 
Carpenter’s  Asia,  etc* 


SPELLING 


GRAMMAR 


ARITHMETIC  - Percentage  to  Ratio,  Advanced  Arithmetic*  Keep  constantly  re- 
viewing subjects  taken  up  in  previous  years,  when  it  ia  manifest 
that  the  subject  has  been  forgotten  or  never  grasped* 
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GEOGRAPHY  - Completed  and  thoroughly  reviewed 

HISTORY  **  From  1789  through  and  reviewed*  Do  not  allow  tho  words  of  the  book 
to  be  memorised.  Require  pupils  to  make  maps  of  the  progress  of 
discoveries  and  settlements.  Use  maps  in  military  campaigns  t 
Memorize  only  the  most  important  dates. 

WRITING 

MUSIC  AND  DRAWING 

OBSERVATION  LESSONS  - (1)  Plants.  (2)  Animals i Spooial  study  of  the 

principal  minerals  of  Asia,  Africa,  Australia  and  the  Pacific 
Islands,  qualities , uses,  speoial  location,  abundance,  manner 
of  obtaining* 


NINTH  GRADE 


READING-  - Sketch-Book,  Ivanhoe,  additional  Books . 

SPELLING  - Tfordo  from  regular  lessons,  newspapers • 

GRAMMAR  - Advanced  through  the  yearc 

ARITHMETIC  « Advanced,  finish  and  review  Fall  and  Winter  termso  In  re~ 
viewing,  let  there  be  a selection  of  problems  on  many  subjects 

often, 

PHYSICAL  GEOGRAPHY  - Fall  term. 

PHYSIOLOGY  •*  Winter  tern* 

CIVIL  GOVERNMENT  - Spring  term. 

BOOK  KEEPING  - Spring  term. 

WRITING 

MUSIC  AND  DRAWING 

OBSERVATION  LESSONS  - (l)  Plants*  Outline  of  lessons  in  Botany.  (2) 

Natural  Phenomena?  Elementary  lessons  on  topios  chosen  by 
pupils;  from  ten  to  twenty  topios . 

Physical  exercises  shall  be  conducted  in  all  graces  daily  through- 
out the  oourseo 
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HIGH  SCHOOL  LATIN  COURSE 
Fir  at  Year 


r 


FIRST  TERM 
English 

General  History 
A Igebr®. 

Latin 


FIRST  TERM 

Amorioan  Lite 
Geometry 
Latin 


SECOND  TERM 
English 

General  History 
A lgebra 
Latin 


Second  Year 

SECOND  TERM 

American  Lite 

Geometry 

Le.tin 


THIRD  TERM 
Engli Bh 

General  History 

Algebra 

Latin 


THIRD  TERM 

American  Lit* 

Geometry 

Latin 


Greek,  or  one  study  from  the  English  Course 


Third  Year 


FIRST  TERM 

British  English 

French 

Latin 


SECOND  TERM 

British  English 

French 

Latin 


THIRD  TERLI 

British  English 

French 

Latin 


Greek,  or  one  study  from  the  English  Courae0 


FIRST  TERM 

t English 

Gene  History 
A lgebra 
Bookkeeping 

» 

FIRST  TERLI 

Amer*  Lito 
Ge  cm e try 
Physios 
Physiology 


HIGH  SCHOOL  ENGLISH  COURSE 

First  Year 

SECOND  TERM 

English 
Gen,  History 
Algebra 

Bus.,  Arithmetic 

Seoond  Year 

SECOND  TERM 

American  Lit* 
Geometry 
Phys ios 

Civ*  Government 


THIRD  TERM 


English 
Gene  History 
Al.  ebra 
Botany 


THIRD  TERM 

American  Lito 
Geometry 
Phys ice 

31  Vo  Government 
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FIRST  TKRT. 

British  English 
French 
Chemistry 
A stronomy 


Third  Year 

SECafD  TERM 

British  English 
French 
Chemistry' 
Zoology 


\ 


t 
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THIRD  TERM 

British  English 
French 
Chemistry 
Geology 


■ 


■ 
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RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  FOR  SHaRCN  SCHOOLS 


1910 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


The  Superintendent  shall i 

I.  E&ve  tho  oar©  and  supervision  of  the  schools*  under  the  direotion 
and  control  of  the  School  Committee 

2®  Visit  tho  eohoola  as  often  as  his  other  duties  will  permit,  acquire 
a personal  knowledge  of  their  oondition,  and  assist  the  teaohers  in 
the  performance  of  their  duties® 

3®  Attend  tho  meetings  of  the  School  Committee,  have  full  charge  of 
tho  administration  of  the  course  of  study,  the  grading  of  pupils 
and  nomination  of  -teachers  for  election# 

4®  Acquaint  himself  with  whatever  concerns  tho  interest  and  progress 
of  public  school  education  and  advise  the  teachers  as  to  the  best 
method  of  instruction,  discipline  and  school  management* 

5&  Independently  of  the  principal  of  the  school  building,  inspeot  the 
school  premises,  textbooks  and  apparatus  and  report  to  the  Commit  tea 
any  deficiency  or  conditions  unfavorable  to  tho  health  and  progress 
of  tho  pupils,  with  suggestions  for  correction  or  improvement* 


PRINCIPALS 


The  Principal  shells 

la  Have  general  oharge  of  the  school  building  and  inspect  it  at 

regular  intervals,  reporting  to  the  School  committee  any  improper 
oondition® 

2.9  Investigate  any  oases  of  marking,  defacing  or  otherwise  injuring 
the  school  property® 

3®  Ascertain  and  cause  the  offender  or  offenders  to  be  punished,  and 
take  suoh  measures  *)  prevent  the  repetition  of  such  acts  <*,«  may  b* 

deemed  necessary® 

4®  In  connection  with  the  other  teachers  and  janitor,  plan  for  the 
care  and  control  of  those  pupils  who  remain  for  tne  noon  inter- 
mission,  when  the  janitor  is  absent# 

5®  Have  oharge  of  the  school  flag,  and  see  that  it  is  displayed  when- 
ever the  weather  is  suitable® 

6®  At  least  twice  a month  supervise  tho  fire  drill  of  the  pupils;  in 
their  respective  buildings  and  file  a monthly  report  of  the  tsaf, 
with  the  Eohool  Committee  0 
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7®  Rooeive  from  the  teachers  all  requisition  for  school  supplies*  books* 
etc.,  and  if  approved  transmit  the  same  to  the  School  Committee- 


TEACHERS 


K 

Jj 

t 
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1.  Teachers  are  required  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  Ihoae 
regulations  and  to  see  that  they  are  faithfully  observed® 

20  Teachers  shall  be  responsible  for  the  striot  enforcement  and  main- 
tenance of  discipline  of  the  pupils  at  all  times  in  their  respective 
school  rooms.  Corporal  punishment  blanks  to  be  made  out,  signed  and 
forwarded  to  the  School  Committee  monthly * 

3o  They  shall  make  and  render  to  the  School  Committee  such  records  and 
reports  a a may  be  required  by  the  Committee  or  Superintendent  of 
Schools® 

4®  The  teachers  must  be  In  their  respective  rooms  at  least  fifteen 

minutes  before  the. time  of  opening  both  the  forenoon  and  the  after- 
noon session, 

5o  Teachers  must  report  to  the  Principal,  or,  in  case  of  his  absence, 
to  the  member  of  the  School  Committee  in  charge  of  the  building, 
all  temporary  absences  from  school,  and  must  report  to  the  School 
Committee  the  oause  of  all  dismissals  of  the  school  before  the 
scheduled  time. 

6a  Teachers  are  required  to  give  oareful  attention  to  the  temperature 
and  ventilation  of  -their  rooms  and  secure  the  rough  changes  of  air 
at  each  receae  period  and  at  the  close  of  each  half-day  session® 
Before  leaving  their  rooms  at  the  close  of  the  afternoon  session, 
they  shall  close  all  doors  and  windows® 

7©  Teachers  shall  not  during  school  hours  visit  with  other  teachers 
or  other  persons ® 

80  a.  recess  not  exceeding  fifteen  minutes  shall  be  allowed  in  each 

half-day  period,  and  no  pupil  shall  be  deprived  of  the  entire  rocess 
exoept  for  misconduct  or  refusal  to  study  or  properly  recite  his 
lessons* 

30  All  oases  of  truanoy  shall  be  immediately  reported  to  the  truant 
offioers,  through  the  Principal® 

10o  Teachers  shall  require  in  all  oases  of  absence  or  tardiness,  ax» 
cuaea  from  parents  in  person  or  in  writing,  \vh  ioh  excuse*  shall  be 
preserved  until  the  end  of  the  school  tern,  subjeot  to  the  call  of 
the  School  Committee,  and  shall  furnish  the  Committee,  through,  he 
Principal,  wit;,  a list  of  absentees  from  school  and  excuses  given, 
if  any® 


- 
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o Teachers  shall  bo  allowed  one  day  in  aach  school  year  to  visit 
ot-hor  schools  and  two  days  each  year  to  attend  educational  meet- 
ings and  institutes* 

12*  Teachers  at  the  beginning  of  each  term  shall  make  up  a program  of 
daily  study  and  recitation  periods  and  send  a copy  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools  to  be  placed  on  file*  After  such  program  of 
daily  study  ia  approved  by  him*  no  material  ohange  shall  be  made 
vjithout  hie  advioe  and  consent* 

13 o For  obstinate  opposition  to  authority*  refusal  to  study  and  con- 
tinued neglect  of  duty  or  other  sufficient  reasons*  the  teacher 
may  suspend  a soholar*  and  shall  forthwith  notify  in  writing  the 
parents  or  < uardian*  and  the  Sohool  Committee., 

14 » The  anforoed  absence  of  a pupil  from  recitations  and  from  study 
hours  in  the  daily  sessions  of  a school*  or  the  suspension  of  a 
pupil  is  to  be  resorted  to  only  in  extreme  oases o 

15®  All  substituting  teaohera  engaged  by  the  Superintendent  shall  be 

paid  the  regular  teacher’s  salary*  and  the  teacher  will  be  expiated 
tc  pay  the  same* 


PUPILS 


1®  Pupils  will  not  be  allowed  to  assemble  about  the  school  buildings 
at  an  unreasonable  time  before  the  opening  of  school®  Under  ordi- 
nary conditions  they  shall  not  enter  the  building  before  8*40  A*L;e 
and  after  dismissal  ahull  immediately  leave  the  aohool  buildings 
unless  allowed  to  remain  by  special  oonsent  of  the  teacher*  The 
Principal  of  the  building  may  make  special  rules  regarding  the 
foregoing  provision*  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Sohool  Committee* 

2c  Children,  shall  be  allowed  to  enter  the  sub-primary  school  only  at 
the  commencement  of  the  fall  tern  of  each  year* 

3c  Pupils  shall  not  enter  any  hall  or  room  other  than  the  one  in  whioh 
he  regularly  belongs*  except  by  special  permission  of  his  teacher6 

4o  Every  pupil  before  attending  any  public  school  of  the  Town  shall 
give  to  the  teaohor  satisfactory  evidence  of  vaccination*  or  pre- 
sent a physician's  certificate,  according  to  law® 

5o  Pupils  bohaxtLng  in  a disorderly  manner  in  or  about  the  building  or 
grounds  at  recess  nay  be  returned  to  the  school  room  by  the  teacher 
and  deprived  of  hiB  recess  or  other  privileges* 

6„  Any  pupil  who  is  suspended  by-  a teacher  for  any  obstinately  dis- 
obedient and  disorderly  conduct  may*  after  proper  investigation  of 
his  behavior  by  the  School  Committee  be  expelled  from,  the  schools c 


* 
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7®  Pupils  rosing  on  tne-  lin©  of  e3.ec  brio  oars  one  rail©  beyond  Post 
Offlo©  Square  may  be  allowed  car  tickots0 

St.  All  details  of  tho  exorcises  of  graduation  and  of  public  assemblies 
of  pupils  of  the  High  School  shall  bo  under  tho  direct  supervision 
and  control  of  th®  Principal  o'  tho  High  Sohool  s=.nd  School  Committee 
and  Prinoipai  of  Grammar  School., 

9 « Ho  rubbish  of  any  kind  is  to  be  thrown  around  tho  building  or  yard- 

10®  Any  dsfaoiag  of  school  books e or  property,  or  wilful  was to  of  paper, 
pencils,  ink,  ©to®,  will  be  charged  for,  and  pupils  required  to  pay 
th©  a&uo. 


JAH  3EIQRS 


1.  The  janitor  shall  keep  the  school  buildings  and  furniture  neat  and 

olea a.  The  floors  and  stairways  alia 31  be  swept  not  loss  than  five 

tines  each  week  and  tho  furniture  ehall  be  du3tec  with  a damp  cloth 
after  each  sweeping, 

2 » Fires  shall  bo  built  when  necessary  in  season  to  have  the  rooms 

warmed  to  a tempera tur  e of  at  least  65  degrees  before  the  opening 

of  a school*  He  shall  remove  from  tho  building  ell  ashes , waste 
paper,  dirt  and  rubbish  and  not  allow  th©  game  to  nocumulate,  place 
and  keep  outside  tho  building  rubbish  boxes  or  receptacles  in  th® 
yard  to  bo  used  by  the  pupils® 

5V  He  shall  wind  and  regulate  all  school  clocks?  arid  see  that  the  flag 
is  displayed  on  all  legal  holidays, 

4®  He  shall  remove  all  snow  from  the  steps  and  walk©  about  th©  building 
and  keep  the  steps  free  and  clear  from  ioo  and  onewo 

5®  He  shall  at  all  times  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  Prinoipai  of 
the  building,  who  ahull  report  auy  violation  of  those  rules  to  the 
School  Committee* 

6„  He  shall  place  in  tho  sohool  buildings  receptacles  for  scraps  of 

food  in  a convenient  plao©  for  all.,  and  the  same  to  be  emptied  ©very 
?.iight,  whore  it  will  not  attract  mice  and  rats* 

?o  He  shall  do  such  ordinary  repairs  as  his  time  and  ability  will 

allow,  at  th©  request  of  the  Superintendent,  Committee  or  teacher- 


TRANSPORTATION 


lc  The  driver  of  ovary  transportation  wagon  shall  provide  a comfort- 
able  covered  conveyance  for  ell  pupils  attending  school  from  tho 


xiv 

territory  covered  by  tiro  route  which  ho  contracts  to  serve,  and 
shall  provide  suitable  robes  or  blankota  to  make  the  pupils  com- 
fortable in  cold  weather, 

2„  Ho  shall  insist  on  proper  behavior  and  discipline  while  the  pupils 
are  iu  hia  oare,  and  shall  have  the  oamo  authority  and  oare  ae 
teachers  have  while  pupils  are  in.  the  sohool  building* 

GENERAL 

The  "no  school"  signal  shall  be  one  round,-,  33,  on  the  fire  alarm  previous 
to  8 o folook  in  the  morning* 
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The  information  upon  whioh  -this  paper  is  based  has  been 
derived  from  the  Tovm  Records  of  Sharon,  1765-1957 ; the  Annual 
Reports  of  the  School  Committee,  1844-1957 j the  History  of  Sharon 
written  by  Amy  Rafter  Pratt;  the  manuscript  of  the  la to  Mrs 5 
John  Parker;  bound  volumes  of  the  Sharon  Advocate;  and  the  Sharon 
Scrap books  compiled  by  members  of  the  Sharon  Historical  Society 
and  now  in  the  custody  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Sharon  Public 
Library * 

I wish  to  oppress  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  whole- 
hearted cooperation  given  me  by  Mr®  Arthur  Collins*  Town  Clerk s 
and  other  members  of  the  staff  at  tho  Tovm  Halle  I am  grateful, 
also,  to  the  many  individuals  who  havo  made  suggestions  for 


additional  materials 
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